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Now, sir, what is the condition of the money 
market at present? Last year it was most flourish- 
ing. An unfortunate famine in Europe created a 
reat demand for our agricultural products. The 
balance of trade was in our favor. If money 
poured out at one end of the sub-treasury, it poured 
inatthe other. But how stands the case now? 
We stand now with a drain both ways. The ex- 
changes are in our favor, and therefore, instead of 
gold and silver, drafts founded on exports will be 
remitted. The exchanges in Mexico must be met 
either by remittances ‘in gold and silver, or by 
drafts drawn in favor of British merchants, or 
other capitalists there, which must be cashed here 
and also transmitted abroad. Now, sir, what will 
be the operation of this state of things? How long 
can this continue? What is the present price of 
treasury notes and of stocks in the market? Are 
they above par? No, sir. I see them quoted be- 
low par. Lunderstand the treasury notes are sen- 
sibly below par, and stocks still lower. Now, 
what is to be the result? So long as treasury notes 
are below par—so long as they are the cheaper 
medium—the end of it will be, that treasury notes 
will go into the treasury, and specie come out of 
it. There is very great danger that at last your 
treasury will be drained to the bottom. 

Now, sir, in this state of things, what can pos- 
sibly follow? A great commercial crisis—a great 
financial crisis—even, possibly, a suspension of the 
banks. Ido not pretend to deal in the language of 
panic; but there is danger of all this, of which there 
was not the slightest apprehension at the com- 
mencement of last session. At present, there is 
great danger. The great difficulty in prosecuting 
your campaign will be to obtain money. Men you 
may raise, but money it will be difficult to get. 1 
lately conversed with a gentleman who ought to 
know these things betterthan myself, and he sup- 
posed that forty millions of dollars would be re- 
quired, either in the shape of treasury notes or 
stocks, to carry on the campaign. 
what price money could be had; and the reply 
was, that it would be at the rate of ninety for one 
hundred; which would be rather more than seven 
per cent., I believe. 

sut, sir, these are not the only objections, for- 
midable as they are. The farther you proceed, 
the difficulties will increase. I do not see the 
slightest chance that can tend to the realization of 
what it is avowed the prosecution of the war is 
intended to accomplish. The object is to obtain 
a treaty. We no longer hear of conquering a 
peace, but of obtaining an honorable treaty; the 


that we are to obtain a treaty from Mexico, giving 
us a cession of land equal to the whole indemnity 
already stated in the former part of my remarks. 
Well, sir, as it strikes me, Bs 

cessful or unsuccessful, it must certainly end in 
the defeat of the object, for the attainment of which 
itis avowedly prosecuted. If the war be unsuc- 
cessful, I need notargue the point. If we should 


be baffled in our arms—as I trust we will not be, | 


and I think is not very likely to be the case—but 
if circumstances should prove unfortunate for us, 
and we should not be able to accomplish, in a mili- 
tary point of view, what is characterized as a vig- 
orous prosecution of the war, then certainly there 
will be no treaty. I take higher ground. Phaeiat 
Upon it that the more successfully this war is pro- 


secuted the more certain will be the defeat of | 


the object designed to be accomplished, whilst the 
objects disavowed will be accomplished. 

_ How is a successful war to be carried on? What 
1s the object of it? What is it intended to effect ? 
I'can see but one thing to be effected. It is to 
Suppress all resistance in Mexico, to overpower 
and disperse her army, to overthrow her civil 


asked at | 


ether the war is suc- | 


overnment, and to leave her without any further | 


eos of resistance. Well, Mr. President, if that 
done, what is the result? How are you to get 
an honorable peace? It takes but one party to 
make war—two parties to make peace. td 

authority in Mexico be overthrown, if there be no 
legitimate power with whom to negotiate, how are 
you to accomplish those objects which it is pro- 


all | 


| lishec 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1848. 


claimed this vigorous prosecution of the war is 
intended to effect? Sir, you are defeated by your 
success. That will be the clear and inevitable 
result. But what do you accomplish? The very 
object which you disavow. For if the war should 
be so prosecuted, where will be the nationality of 
Mexico? Where her separate existence? Where 
this free Republic with whom you desire to treat? 
Gone! We have blotted her out of the list of 
nations. She has become a mere mass of individ- 
uals without any political existence, and the sov- 
ereignty of the country, at least for the time being, 
is transferred to us. Now, Mr. President, this is 
not only a conclusion from reasoning upon this 
subject, but it is one to which, if | understand the 
President aright, he comes, with a single excep- 
tion, and that a mere contingency not likely to 
take place. The President has very much the 
same conception of the object of a vigorous war 
as I have presented. He says that the great 
difficulty of getting peace results from this, that 
the people of Mexico are divided under factious 
chieftains, and that the chieftain in power dares 


not give peace because his rival would then | 


be able to turn him out; and that the only way 
to remedy this evil and obtain a treaty, is to put 
down the whole of them. Well, what is to be 
done then? Is the thing to stop there? No. 
are then to build up again, and establish, under our 


We | 


power and protection, a republican form of gov- | 
ernment from the citizens who are well disposed, | 


which he says are numerous, and are prevented 
from obtaining it, only by fear of those military 
chiefs. And it is with this government, sir, which 


is to grow up under the encouragement and pro- | 


tection of our army—to be established by their 
authority—that it is proposed to treat, in order to 


obtain peace. IT must confess I am a little at a loss | 


to see how a free and independent republic can 
grow up under the protection and authority of its 
conqueror. I do not see how such a government 
can be established under his authority. I can 
readily understand how an aristocracy—how a 
king] , government—a despotism, might be estab- 

t by aconqueror. But how a free and inde- 


| pendent republic can grow up under such cireum- 


stances, is to me incomprehensible. I had always 
supposed that republican government was the 
spontaneous work of the people—that it came 
from the people—from the hearts of the people— 


that it was supported by the hearts of the people, || 


But, sir, it seems 


p | that these are antiquated notions—obsolete ideas 
meaning of which is, neither more nor less than || 


—and that we may now manufacture republics 


'to order, by authority of a conquering govern- 


ment. 


Sut suppose, sir, all these difficulties surmount- | 


ed: How can you make a free government in 
Mexico? Whereare your materials? It is to be, 


'I presume, a confederated government like our 


} 
| own. 


Where is the intelligence in Mexico ade- 
uate to the construction of such a government? 
hat is what she has been aiming at for twenty- 

odd years; but so utterly incompetent are her peo- 

ple for the work, that it has been a complete fail- 
ure from beginning to end. The great body of the 


intelligence and wealth of Mexico is concentrated | 
in the priesthood, who are altogether disinclined || 


to that form of government. Then the owners of 
the haciendas—the large planters of the country— 
who comprise almost all the remaining mass of 
intelligence, are without opportunities of concert, 
and destitute of the means of forming such a gov- 
ernment. Sir, such a government would be im- 


'and that it required no support—no protection | 
| from any quarter whatever. 


possible; and if put up, would tumble down the | 


very next day after our protection was withdrawn. || 
It appears to me to be a far more plausible plan, | 


if it is determined to have peace, to sustain the 


Government that now exists in Mexico, or rather, | 


to refrain from putting it down. Let it grow up 
and mature itself. I have conversed with several 
of the officers of the army—men of intelligence— 
on this subject, and all agree in the opinion that 
the mere shadow of a government which now re- 
mains at Queretaro, will have no authority what- 
ever; and that if we were to make a peace in any 
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degree conformatory to our view of what a peace 
ought to be, the very moment we withdraw, it 
would all be overthrown; and what then? The 
very country assigned to us by the peace for an 
indemnity, we must either hold defensively and be 
brought back ultimately to the defensive line, which 
would be the end of the whole of it; or, return and 
renew this war till it terminates in the conquest of 
the country. 

I protest utterly against this Government under- 
taking to build up any government in Mexico with 
the pledge of protection. The party placed in 
power must be tnevitably overthrown, and we will 
be under the solemn obligation to return and rein- 
state them in power; and that would occur again 
and again, till the country would fall into our 
hands precrsely as Hindostan fell into the hands 
of the English. This very conquest of Hindostan, 
which we have been censuring for years and years, 
ever since I recollect, was the result of mistaken 
policy, leading on from step to step, each one 
deeper and decper—scarcely any design of con- 
quest being entertained; but ultimately conquest 
became unavoidable, and it was necessary not only 
to hold the country, but to conquer the adjacent 
territory. 

Well, sir, if this contingency follows—if the 
Executive fails in establishing another government 
there under our encouragement and protection, and 
if the Government itself shall refuse to make a 
treaty with us on such terms as we will accept in 
regard to indemnity, then the President himself 
agrees that he must take the very course which I 
have said would be the inevitable consequence of a 
vigorous prosecution of the war. The President 
says in substance, after having attempted to build 
up such a government—after having employed the 
best efforts to secure peace upon the most liberal 
terms, if all fail—l now give his own words—if all 
fail, we must hold on to the occupation of the 
country; we must take the measure of indemnity 
into our own hands, and enforce such terms as the 
honor of the country demands. Now, sir, what is 
this? Is it not an acknowledgment, that if this 
factitious government, which is aimed at, cannot 
be built up, we must make a conquest of the whole 
country and occupy it ?—can words be stronger?— 
“Occupy the country.”’ Take the full measure 
of indemnity—no defensive line—no treaty; and 
enforce terms—terms on whom? on the govern- 
ment? No—no—no. Itis to enforce the terms on 
the people individually; that is to say, to establish 
a government over them in the form of provinces, 

Well, the President is right. If, in the vigorous 
prosecution of the war, as the President proposes, 
the contingency should fail—and the chances of 
its failure are many—there will be no retreating. 
Every argument against calling back the army, as 


_ they designate it—against taking a defensive line— 


which is now advanced, will have double force 
after you have spent sixty millions of dollars, and 


_ have acquired possession of the whole of Mexico. 


| The interests in favor of keeping us there will be 


much more influential then than now. The army 


| itself will be larger. Those who live by the war— 
/a large and powerful body: the numerous con- 


tractors, the sutlers, the merchants, the specula- 
tors in the lands and mines of Mexico, and all en- 
gaged every way, directly or indirectly, in the 
progress of the war, and absorbing the whole ex- 
penditures—will be all adverse to retiring, and will 
swell the ery in favor of continuing and extending 
conquest. The President talks, sir, of taking in- 
demnity into our hands then; but why not take in- 
demnity now? We are much nearer indemnity 
now than we will be at the end of the next cam- 
paign, when we shall have sixty millions added 
to the expenditure of the last forty. What will 
you then have to indemnify you? Nothing bata 
Mexican population, on whom you are to impose 
taxation in all forms and shapes, and amongst 
which you will have to maintain an army of at 
least forty thousand men—according to the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] not a very 
large number, for he says that the seventy-three 
thousand men now there are in danger. That, 
then, is no indemnity at all. You will never get 
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enough in that way to meet your expenditures. It 
will all have to come out of the pockets of the 
people of the United States; and, after all the talk 
of indemnity—of pushing on this war vigorously 
to success—at the end of the next campaign, in- 
stead of indemnity, you will have a heavy pecu- 
niary burden imposed upon the present and suc- 
ceeding generation. 

Weil, Mr. President, we have now come to the 
solemn question proposed by these resolutions, I 
have shown where this line of policy will, in all 

robability, lead you—l may say, will inevitably 
lead you, unless some unexpected contingency 
should prevent. It will lead to the blotting out of 
the nationality of Mexico, and the throwing of 
eight or nine millions of people without a govern- 
ment, on your hands. It will compel you, in all 
probability, to assume the government, for L think 
there will be very litde prospect of your retiring. 
You must either hold the country as a province, 
or incorporate it into your Union. Shall we do 
either? ‘That’s the question. Far from us be 
such an act, and for the reasons contained in the 
resolutions. ~ 

The first of these reasons is this: it would be 
inconsistent with the avowed object for which the 
war has been prosecuted. ‘That needs no argu- 
ment, after what has been said. Since the com- 
mencement of the war ull this moment, every 
man has disavowed the intention of conquest—of 
extinguishing the existence of Mexico as a peo- 
ple. It has been constantly proclaimed that the 


only object was indemnity. And yet, sir,as events | 


are moving on, what we disavow may be accom- 
plished, and what we have avowed may be de- 
feated. Sir, this result will be a dark and lasting 
imputation on either the sincerity or the intelli- 
gence of this country: on its sincerity, because so 
opposite to your own avowals; on your intelli- 
gence, for the want of a clear foresight in so plain 
a case as not to discern the consequences, 

Sir, we have heard how much glory our country 
has acquired in this war. I acknowledge it to the 
full amount, Mr. President, so far as military glory 
is concerned. The army has done nobly, cal 
rously; they have conferred honor on the country, 


for which I sincerely thank them. 
Mr. President, I believe all our thanks will be 


confined to our army. So far as I know, in the 
civilized world there is no approbation of the con- 
duct of the civil portion of our power. On the 
contrary, everywhere the declaration is made that 
we are an ambitious, unjust, hard people, more 
given to war than any people of modern times, 
Whether this be true or not, it is not for me to 
inquire. Lam speaking now merely of the repu- 
tation which we bear abroad—everywhere, | be- 
lieve; for as much as we have gained in military 
reputation abroad, | regret to perceive, we have lost 
in our political and civil reputation. Now, sir, 
much as I regard military glory; much as [ rejoice 
to behold our people in possession of the indomi- 
table energy and courage which surmount all diffi- 
culties, and which class them amongst the first 
military people of the age, | would be very sorry 
indeed that our Government should lose any repu- 
tation for wisdom, moderation, discretion, justice, 
and those other high qualities which have distin- 
guished us in the early stages of our history. 

The next reason which my resolutions assign, 
is, that it is without example or precedent, either 
to hold Mexico as a province, or to incorporate 
her into our Union, No example of such a line 
of policy can be found. We have conquered 
many of the neighboring tribes of Indians, but we 
never thought of holding them in subjection— 
never of incorporating them into our Union. They 
have either been left as an independent people 
amongst us, or been driven into the forests. 

I know further, sir, that we have never dreamt 
of incorporating into our Union any but the Cau- 
casian race—the free white race. 0 Incorporate 
Mexico, would be the very first instance of the 
kind of incorporating an Indian race; for more than 
half of the Mexicans are Indians, and the other 
is composed chiefly of mixed tribes. I protest 
against such a union as that! 
Government of a white race. The greatest mis- 
fortunes of Spanish America are to be traced to 
the fatal error of placing these colored races on an 
equality with the white race. That error destroyed 
the social arrangement which formed the basis of 
society. The Portuguese and ourselves have | 
escaped—the Portuguese at least to some extent— | 


_ exposing 


Ours, sir, is the || 


' and we are the only people on this continent which 
have made revolutions without being followed by 
anarchy. And yetitis professed and talked about 
to erect these Mexicans into a Territorial Govern- 
ment, and place them onan equality with the peo- 
ple of the United States. I protest utterly against 
such a project. 

Sir, it is a remarkable fact, that in the whole 
history of man, as far as my knowledge extends, 
there is no instance whatever of any civilized color- 
ed races being found equal to the establishment 
of free popular government, although by far the 
largest portion of the human family is composed 
of these races. And even in the savage state we 
searcely find them anywhere with such govern- 
ment, except it be our noble savages—for noble | 
will call them. They, for the most part, had free 
institutions, but they are easily sustained amongst 
asavage people. Are we to overlook this fact? 
Are we to associate with ourselves as equals, com- 
panions, and fellow-citizens, the Indians and mixed 
race of Mexico? Sir, I should consider such a 
thing as fatal to our institutions. 

The next two reasons which I assigned, were, 
that it would be in conflict with the genius and 
character of our institutions, and subversive of our 
free government. I take these two together, as 
they are so intimately connected; and now of the 
first—to holt Mexico in subjection. 

Mr. President, there are some propositions too 
clear for argument; and before such a body as the 
Senate, | should consider it a loss of time to un- 
dertake to prove that to hold Mexico as a subjected 
province would be hostile, and in conflict with our 
free popular institutions, and in the end subversive 
of them. Sir, he who knows the American Con- 
stitution well—he who has duly studied its char- 
acter—he who has looked at history, and knows 
what has been the effect of conquests of free States 
invariably, will require no proof at my hands to 
show that it would be entirely bostile to the insti- 
tutions of the country to hold Mexico as a prov- 
ince. There is not an example on record of any 
free State even having attempted the conquest of 
any territory approaching the extent of Mexico 
without disastrous consequences. ‘The nation 
conquered have in time conquered the conquerors 
by destroying their liberty. That will be our 
case, sir. ‘The conquest of Mexico would add 
so vast an amount to the patronage of this Gov- 
ernment, that it would absorb the whole power 
of the States in the Union. This Union would 
become imperial, and the States mere subor- 
dinate corporations. But the evil will not end 
there. The process will goon. The same pro- 
cess by which the power would be transferred 
from the States to the Union, will transfer the 
whole from this department of the Government 
(I speak of the Legislature) to the Executive. All 
the added power and added patronage which con- 
quest will create, will pass to the Executive. In 
the end, you put in the hands of the Executive the 
power of conquering you. You give to it, sir, 


, such splendor, such ample means, that, with the 


principle of proscription which unfortunately pre- 


| vails in our country, the struggle will be greater 
/at every Presidential election than our institu- 


tions can possibly endure. The end of it will be, 
that that branch of the Government will become 
all-powerful, and the result is inevitable—anarchy 
and despotism. It is as certain as that I am this 
day addressing the Senate. 

Sir, let it not be said that Great Britain furnishes 


-an example to the contrary—that she holds prov- 


inces of vast extent of population without mate- 
rially ners the liberty of the citizens, or 
ier to anarchy, confusion, or corruption. 


It is so. But what is the explanation? Of all 


| Governments that ever existed, affording any pro- 
| tection whatever to liberty, the English Govern- 
| ment far transcends thém all in that respect. 
can bear more patronage in proportion to her pop- 
ulation and wealth, than any Government of that 


She 


form that ever existed; nay, to go farther, than 
can despotism in its most absolute form. I will 
not go into the philosophy of this. That would 
take me farther from the track than I desire. But 
I will say in a very few words, it results from the 
fact that her Executive and the House of Peers, 
the conservative branch of her Government, are 
both hereditary. The Roman Government may 
have exceeded, and did exceed the British Gov- 
ernment in its power for conquest; but no people 
' ever did exist, and probably never will exist, with 
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' such a capacity for conquest as that people, 


Jan. 4, 


: But 
the capacity of Rome to hold subjected provinces 


was as nothing compared to that of Great Britain 
and hence, as soon as the Roman power passed 
from Italy beyond the Adriatic on one side, ayq 
the Alps on the other, and the Mediterranean, their 
liberty fell prostrate—the Roman people became q 
rabble—corruption penetrated everywhere, anq 
violence and anarchy ruled the day. Now, we 
see England with dependant provinces of vastly 
greater territorial extent, and probably not less in 

opulation—I have not examined—we see her oo. 
ing on without impairing personal liberty or ex. 

osing the Government to violence or anarchy. 
Vet the English have not wholly escaped. 4). 


| though they have retained their liberty, and have 
| not fallen into anarchy and despotism, yet we be- 
| hold the population of England crushed to the 
| earth by the superincumbent weight of debt. Re- 


flecting on that Government, I have often thoug); 


| that there was only one way in which it could 
| come to an end—that the weight of the superstrue. 


ture would crash the foundation—that the wealth 


/accumulated in part by these very conquests by 


| below. 
| her subjected provinces? 


the higher classes, would crush the laboring masses 
But has she obtained indemnity from all 
On the contrary, instead 
of drawing the means of supporting herself from 


| them, has she not been compelled to resort to the 
| labor of her own population to hold them in sub- 


_ . 
jection? 


And has she not thrown a burden upon 


| them, which, with all their industry and skili|— 





with all their vast accumulation of capital and 


| power of machinery, they are incapable of bear- 
| ing without being reduced to poverty? Take even 
| her earliest and nearest conquesi—the neighboring 
| island of Ireland—is it not to this day a source of 
| heavy expense, and a burden to her, instead of a 
| source of revenue? 


But while the English Government has such vast 


| power of holding subjected provinces in subjection 


without impairing her liberty, without the evils 
incident to it, our Government, of all free Govern- 


| ments that ever existed, has the least capacity to 


_bear patronage proportionate to its wealth and 


power. 


| and customs. 


In this respect, the genius of the two 
Governments is precisely the opposite, however 
much alike in their exterior forms, and their laws 
The cause of this difference I can- 
not undertake to explain on the present occasion, 
but must content myself by saying that it results 
from its Federal character, and the nature of its 
conservative principles. Shall we, then, with these 
certain and inevitable consequences in a Govern- 
ment better calculated to resist them than any other, 
adopt such a ruinous policy, and reject the lessons 
of experience? So much, then, Mr. President, 
for holding Mexico as a province. 

I come now to the proposition of incorporating 
her into our Union. Well, as far as law is con- 
cerned, that is easy. You can establish a Terri- 
torial Government for every State in Mexico, and 
there are some twenty of them. You can appoint 
governors, judges, and magistrates. You can give 
the people a subordinate government, allowing 
them to legislate for themselves, whilst you defray 
the cost. So far as law goes, the thing is done. 
There is no analogy between this and our Ter- 
ritorial Governments. Our Territories are only 
an offset of our own people, or foreigners from 
the same regions from which we came. They are 
small in number. They are incapable of forming 
agovernment. It would be inconvenient for them 
to sustain a government, if it were formed; and 
they are very much obliged to the United States 
for undertaking the trouble, knowing that, on the 
attainment of their majority—when they come to 
manhood—at twenty-one—they will be introduced 
to an equality with all the other members of the 
Union. Itis entirely different with Mexico. You 
have no need of armies to keep your Territories 
in subjection. But when you incorporate Mexico, 
you must have powerful armies to keep them 10 
subjection. You may call it annexation, but it's 
a forced annexation, which is a contradiction in 
terms, according to my conception. You will be 
involved, in one word, in all the evils which I attrib- 
ute to holding Mexico as a province. In fact, it 
will be but a Provincial Government, under the 
name of a Territorial Government. How long will 
that last?) How long will it be before Mexico will 
be capable of incorporation into our Union? ae 
if we judge from the examples before us, it will 
a very long time. Ireland has been held in sub- 
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jection by Engiand for seven or eight hundred | 
‘years, and yet still remains hostile, although her | 
seople are of kindred race with the conquerors. | 
‘A few French Canadians on this continent yet | 
maintain the attitude of a hostile people; and never 

will the time come, in my opinion, Mr. President, 

that these Mexicans will be heartily reconciled to 

your authority. They have Castilian blood in | 
their veins—the old Gothic, quite equal to the An- 

olo-Saxon in many respects—in some respects su- 
perior. Of all nations of the earth they are the 
most pertinacious—have the highest sense of na- 
tionality-hold out longest, and often even with 
the least prenres of effecting their object. On this 
subject also I have conversed with officers of the 
army, and they all entertain the same opinion, that 
these people are now hostile, and will continue so, 

But, Mr. President, suppose all these difficulties 
removed; suppose these people attached to our 
Union, and desirous of incorporating with us, 
ought we to bring them in? Are they fit to be 
connected with us? Are they fit for self-govern- 
ment and for governing you? Are you, any of 
you, willing that your States should be governed 
by these twenty-odd Mexican States, with a popu- 
lation of about only one million of your blood, and 
two or three millions of mixed blood, better in- 
formed, all the rest pure Indians, a mixed blood 
equally ignorant and unfit for liberty, impure races, 
not as good as the Cherokees or Choctaws? 

We make a great mistake, sir, when we suppose 
that all people are capable of self-government. We 
are anxious to force free government on all; and I 
see that it has been urged in a very respectable 
quarter, that it is the mission of this country to 
spread civil and religious liberty over all the world, 
and especially over this continent. It is a great 
mistake. None but people advanced to a very 
high state of moral and intellectual improvement 
are capable, in a civilized state, of maintaining free 
covernment; and amongst those who are so puri- 
fied, very few, indeed, have had the good fortune 
of forming a constitution capable of endurance. It 
isa remarkable fact in the history of man, that 
searcely ever have free popular institutions been 
formed by wisdom alone that have endured. 

It has been the work of fortunate circumstances, 
or a combination of circumstances—a succession 
of fortunate incidents of some kind—which give to 
any people a free government. It is a very diffi- 
cult task to make a constitution to last, though it 
may be supposed by some that they can be made 
to order, and furnished atthe shortest notice. Sir, 
this admirable Constitution of our own was the 
result of a fortunate combination of circumstances. 
It was superior to the wisdom of the men who 
made it. It was the force of circumstances which 
induced them to adopt most of ils wise provisions. 
Well, sir, of the few nations who have the good 
fortune to adopt self-government, few have had 
the good fortune long to preserve that govern- 
ment; for itis harder to preserve than to form it. 
Few people, after years of prosperity, remember 
the tenure by which their liberty is held; and [ 
fear, Senators, that is our own condition. I fear 
that we shall continue to involve ourselves until 
our own system becomes a ruin. Sir, there is no 
solicitude now for liberty. Who talhs of liberty 
when any great question comes up? Here is a 
question of the first magnitude as to the conduct 
of this war; do you hear anybody talk about its 
effect upon our liberties and our free institutions? 
No, sir. That was not the case formerly. In the 
early stages of our Government, the great anxiety 
was how to preserve liberty; the great anxiety 
now is for the attainment of mere military glory. 
In the one, we are forgetting the other. The 
maxim of former times was, that power is always 
stealing from the many to the few; the price of 
liberty was perpetual vigilance. They were con- 
stantly looking out and watching for danger. 
Then, when any great question came up, the first 
inquiry was, how it could affect our free institu- 
tions—how it could affect our liberty. Not so 
nqw. Is it because there has been any decay of 
the spirit of liberty among the people? Notat all. 
I believe the love of liberty was never more ardent, 
but they have forgotten the tenure of liberty by 
which alone it is preserved. 

We think we may now indulge in everything 
with impunity, as if we held our charter of liberty 
by “right divine”—from Heaven itself. Under 
these impressions, we plunge into war, we con- 
tract heavy debts, we increase the patronage of 


the Executive, and we even talk of a crusade to 


force our institutions, our liberty, upon all people, || I live among strangers. 


There is no species of extravaganee which our 
people imagine will endanger their liberty in any 
degree. But it is a great and fatal mistake. 
day of retribution will come. It will come as cer- 
tainly as | am now addressing the Senate; and 
when it does come, awful will be the reckoning— 
heavy the responsibility somewhere ! 
Mr. President, with these impressions I cannot 
approve of the policy recommended by the Execu- 
tive, nor can I, with my present views, support it. 
The question is now, what shall be done? Itisa 
greatand difficult question, and it is daily becoming 
more and more difficult. What is to be done? Sir, 
that quesuion ought not to be for me to answer—l, 
who have used every effort in my power to prevent 


| this war, and after its commencement have done 


as the best to be pursued. 


everything in my power to diminish the evil to the 
smallest possible amount. But 1 will not shrink 
from any responsibility, whether it properly be- 
longs to me or not. After saying that I cannot 
support the course recommended by the Executive, 
I will proceed to state that which I would propose 
Well, then, I will say 


| that there is not the smallest chance of our disen- 
| tangling ourselves from this Mexican concern, 


which threatens us so much—there has not been, 
in my opinion, the smallest chance, from the com- 
mencement of the war until this time—but by 


| taking a defensive line; doing that now which the 


President recommends should be done finally after 
the conquest, and taking indemnity into our own 


| hands. Todo this depends on our own volition, 


and not on the fleeting consent of Mexico. Sir, if 
time had been allowed to the Senate when the mes- 
sage of the Presidentrecommending war was before 


| them; if time had been allowed to the Senate, | 
| would have announced the course of policy which 
| I thought right; but time was not permitted. My 


opinion was, that we should have simply voted 


| Taylor the means of defending himself. That 








| quiet, resting in idle and masterly ey and 
ts 








ought to have been done. 


going into all the circumstances, showing that the 
Republic of Mexico had not yet recognized these 


hostilities, recommending a provisional army to | 


be directed to a proper point, giving time to the 
Mexican Congress and Mexican people to have 
considered whether they would avow or disavow 
the attacks upon us; and if no satisfaction were 
obtained, not to make war in this set form, but 
seize upon the portions of the country contiguous 


| and most convenient to us, and then have assumed 
| the defensive line. 
unfortunately, we were all acting here under an | 


These are my views: but, 
urgency, without time to reflect. We were pushed 
on, and told, If you do notact to-day, nothing can 
be done. 

Well now, sir, as to where the defensive line 


should be at the present time, I do not presume to | 


I suggested a line at the last 


offer an — 
am not prepared to say what would be 


session. 


| the proper one at the present time; but I do say 


that we must vacate the central parts of Mexico. 


We must fall back, if you choose to use that word, | 


or take a line that shall cover ample territory for 
indemnity. ; : 
For my part, | am not for charging Mexico with 


the whole expense of the war; but I would take | 


ample territory, and hold it subject to negotiation. 
Now, sir, I know it will be said that this will be 
as expensive as the war. I think I have said 
enough to show that that cannot be; that it will 
fall far short of it; but I will not repeat the argu- 
ment. But admitting it should: admitting that, 
by no means concludes the argument; for the sac- 
rifice of men would be infinitely less, and, what is 
more important, you will thereby be able to disen- 
tangle yourselves. That is the only way-by which 
itcan bedone. You are tied at present, as it were, 
toacorpse. My object is to get rid of it as soon 
as possible. 

look not to Mexico; | look to our own coun- 
try and her institutions. I look to the liberty of 
this country, and nothing else. Mr. President, if 
we but preserve our liberty by a proper course of 
moderation, acting justly towards our neighbor, 
and wisely in eanel to ourselves—if we remain 


let our destinies work out their own results, we 
shal] do more for liberty, not only for ourselves, 
but for the example of mankind, than can be done 
by a thousand victories. 
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Sir, I fipd lam becoming old; I almost feel that 
If | have expressed any- 
thing that ts uncongenial to the feelings of this 


| body, put it down as proceeding from the old asso- 


The || 


ciations of thirty or thirty-five years ago, which 
are still clinging around me. Sir, this is not the 


| first time that I have taken my stand against war. 


When General Jackson recommended letters of 
marque and reprisal against France, | arose alone 


| in the Senate and remonstrated against such injus- 


tice. And in point of fact, the treaty which was 
subsequently concluded with France, was ratified 


| with the express understanding, which was known 


to our Government when the treaty was formed, 
that it would require a vote of the Chambers, on 
the partof France, to sustain it, as it would require 
a vote to sustain it on the part of this country; 


/ and that they were no further responsible than to 


use their best efforts to obtain that vote. And yet, 
though it was acknowledged that the Executive of 


| France had done all in his power to obtaiy the 


vote, we were nearly pushed into a war. Nothing 
but the interposition of Great Britain prevented it. 
As for myself, standing on this side of the Cham- 


ber, L raised my voice singly against it. 


Mr. President, in my opinion, all parties are 
interested jn giving this matter the only direction 
that can be given to it with any prospect of a fa- 
vorable result. Let me say to the friends of the 


| Administration, if you go on, and some accident 


| war. 
There then should have | 
| been a solemn report from the proper committee, 


does not meet you—if you go on in the prosecu- 
tion of this war from year to year,—you will find 
that it will overthrow you. Do you not see that, 
as far as the internal affairs of the Government are 
concerned, you are reversing the policy of which 


| you have heretofore professed to be the advocates ? 


What party has been opposed to the re-creation of 
a great national debt? ‘The Democratic or Repub- 
lican party. Well, sir, this war is involving you 
in a greater debt than the opposite party could 
have done, perhaps, in any circumstances short of 
This very campaign, which you look upon 
so lightly, will be almost as great a charge upon 
the country as the debt of the Revolution. What 


| party has always been against the extension of the 


| patronage of the Executive? 


| be most in favor of a metallic currency? 


Well, sir, you are 
doing more towards the extension of that patron- 
age, and, above all, towards the continuance of 
that extension, than has ever been done under our 
Government. Well, sir, what party professes to 


And do 


| you not see that, as your treasury notes and 


stocks accumulate, you are in danger of being 
plunged again in the paper system to the utmost 
extent?) What party has always been in favor of 
free trade? Do you not see that, by accumulating 
charges and burdens upon the people by the debts 


| which have now been contracted, you never will, 








el 


during your time, have an opportunity of making 
any considerable reduction in the tariff? 

Sir, | know what is at the bottom of the course 
of policy which is recommended to be pursued. 
It is that pride of opinion to which we are all sub- 
ject. No doubt it was thought that that course of 


| policy would lead to the consequences which were 


contended for; but it has not. But, sir, the alter- 
native is pressing. You will have but the choice 
between that and worse, in my opinion. It is 
magnanimous and honorable to retract, when a 
course of policy which has been pursued turns 
out to be wrong. It would do great credit to the 
party in power to act pen peeeeny as they would 
have acted if they had had all the lights of expe- 
rience at the commencement of this war which 
they now have. It would be doing a high act of 
patriotism to sacrifice their feelings of individual 


| pride to the good of the country. 


Now let me say, that in asserting that a defensive 
line was the only alternative to the plan recom- 
mended by the Sroshigat, I have put out of the 
question the course which most of you advocate— 
taking no indemnity of territory; because I believe 
that the voice of the country has decided irrevoca- 
bly against it; and that to keep it as the alternative 
would but render more certain the adoption of the 
policy recommended by the Executive, and, in con- 
sequence, the conquest of the whole country. Let 
me say further, to my friends on the other side of 
the Chamber—for I regard them as such—(it is our 
good fortune to differ in politics here, without per- 
mitting our personal feelings to be affected )—that 
they have contributed by their course to give the 
public opinion that strong and fixed determination 
not to terminate the war without some suitable in- 
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demnity. I do not allude to your voting on the 
bill recognizing the existence of war between the 
tepublic of Mexico and the United States. No 
one knows better than myself, that you voted for 
the bill with the view of furnishing immediate re- 
lief to General Taylor and his army—and not in 
reference to the war; that you even protested and 
remonstrated against that interpretation being put 
upon your vote. Butafter the bill passed, and the 
war was authorized, most of you have conunued 
to vote appropriations to prosecute the war with 
the object expressed of acquiring territory as an 
indemnity. Now, i must say, | cannot see how 
the two can be reconciled—how your vote to ac- 
quire territory can be justified, and at the same time 
your opposition to the acquisition of territory as 
means of indemnity, when it is acknowledged on 
all sides, that that is the only means by which it 
can be acquired. The people will find it hard to 
believe that it was necessary to vote so much 
mongy for the purpose of getting territory for in- 
demmity, which you intend to throw away when 
you get it, But, whatever may be the causes 
which have led to this state of public opinion, it 
has, beyond all doubt, decided against any conclu- 
sion of this war that docs not involve territorial 
indemnity to some extent. Henee, | repeat, the 
alternative whether this war shall @o on and con- 


Bummate itself, is | 


tween taking a defensive line 
and adopting the course pointed out by the Execu- 
tive, and that the decision must be made now; for 
if it be passed over until another session, the end 
will be, I doubt not, the subjugation of the whole 
country, thereby involving us in all the difficulties 
and dangers which must result from it. 

Now, I have delivered my opinion with that 
candor and frankness which, | hope, become my 

sosition on this floor, L shall now propose nothing; 
- if I find that Lean be supported in these my 
views, I will undertake to raise a committee to de- 
liberate, after consulting with those officers who 
are now fortunately in this city, upon the best de- 
fensive line that can be taken. If it should be for- 
tunately adopted, we may not get peace immedi- 
ately. The war may continue for some years, but 
we will accomplish that all-important considera- 
tion, the extrication of ourselves and the country 
from this entanzlement with Mexico. " 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay 
upon the table. ‘ 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- 
manded. fe 

Mr. CALHOUN said he hoped the motion 
would be allowed to prevail. It was perfectly 
right, in the present circumstances, that the mo- 
tion should prevail. He would take it as a per- 
sonal favor that no opposition should be offered 
to tt. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that it was, of course, 
to be expected that this speech would be replied 
to; but he was desirous that this debate should be 
suspended for a time, in order to proceed with the 
consideration of the army bill. 

The motion to lay on the table was then agreed 
to. 


the resolutions 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Turspay, January 4, 1848. 


The Journal of yest rday having been read and 


approved — 
Mr. GOGGIN rose and reminded the House 


that yesterday the resolutions in relation to the | 


great southern mail were made the special order 
for this day, at one o’clock; but, for the acecommo- 
dation of many gentlemen who desired to be else- 
where this morning, he moved a reconsideration of 
the vote of yesterday, with the intention, if it were 
agreed to, to follow it up by amendment to make it 
the order of the day for to-morrow, at one o’clock. 
Mr. BOTTS sup »orted the motion to reconsider. 
He said many altdhantited desired to attend the de- 
bates at the Senate end of the Capitol, and he was 
disposed to indulge them, by not pressing the mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole to-day: 
more particularly as he desired to make an effort to 
remove some erroneous impressions which appear- 
ed to exist in the minds of several gentlemen on 
the subject embraced in this resolution. 


1 


He |! 


would, therefore, accept the proposition to modify 
his resolution so as to make it the special order for 
to-morrow, at oneo’clock, ifthe motion to reconsid- 
er should be agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, thought the object 
of the gentleman from Virginia could be better ob- 
tained by moving to postpone the special order to 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER replied that the order of the 
day was in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and eould not therefore be reached 
by a motion in the House. 

“The motion to reconsider was then put and 
agreed to; and Mr. BOTTS modified his resolution 
as he had indicated, to make the subject therein 
specified the special order for to-morrow, at one 
o’clock. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
on the adoption of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if that 
did not require a two-thirds vote. 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was adopted by 


a two-thirds vote yesterday, and the same vote |} 


was therefore now necessary. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired ifthe motion was now 
properly before the ELouse to suspend the rules for 
the reception of this resolution under the existing 
rules, which prohibited a motion to suspend on 
any day but Monday. He made that point of 
order, 

The SPEAKER replied, that if this were an 
original motion, the gentleman from Alabama would 
be correct; but this was a motion to reconsider a 
vote by which a resolution was yesterday adopted 
under a suspension of the rales. ‘The motion to 
reconsider was therefore now in order. 


had been made to reconsider the vote by which 
the rules were yesterday suspended. 

The SPEAKER assented, and said that the 
resolution was introduced yesterday under a sus- 
pension of the rales; and the vote by which it was 
adopted having been reconsidered, the resolution 
now came before the House for its action. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if he 
was to understand that it was the same resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER replied, that as the adoption of 
the resolution had been reconsidered, the resolu- 
tion itself again came up for the action of the 
Tlouse, and it was competent for the gentleman 
from Virginia to modify it, which he had done. 
It was therefore substantially the same resolution, 
and the question was on its adoption, which would 
require a two-thirds vote. 

Mr. GOGGIN said the motion had been made 
this morning in a spirit of accommodation to gen- 
tlemen on all sides of the House. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Jo- 
sera R. [neersout in the chair,) and proceeded to 
the consideration of the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Vinton, referring the annual message of the Soa: 
dent of the United States to appropriate standing 
committees. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that he had had the 
honor some days since to offer a resolution for the 
appropriate reference of the several topics in the 
President’s message, which he desired to have re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union as a substitute for those which had 
been offered some days since by the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mré Vinton.] He now 
asked that those offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio be now read; when this was done he should 
move his ownasa substitute. He then submitted 
the following : 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the President of 
the United States to the two Houses of Congregs, at the pre- 
sent ‘session, as relates to the existing war with Mexico, to 
the condition of our citizens in China, and tie propriety of 
making payment to the Spanish Government in the “ Am- 
istad case,”? together with the accompanying correspond- 
ence in relation thereto, be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Aftiirs. 

Resolved, That so much of the said meseage as relates to 
the condition and operations of the army, the propriety of 
increasing the same, and levying contributions upen the 
enemy, together with the report of the Secretary of War, be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
establishment of Territorial Governments in Oregon, New 


Mexico, and the Californias, be referred to the Committee 
on the Territories. 
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contrary to the precedents in this House. 





| ney to prosecute the war with Mexico, the operation 


| tee. 
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Resolved, That so much of the said message as re} 
the condition of the treasury, to the means of ohr 


ALES to 
aining ino 


sof 

tariff of 1#46, the propriety of imposing a duty upon tea = 
coffee, the warehousing system, the constitutional tr aaury 
and the proprieiy ofestablishing a braneh mint at New Yor)’ 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. ro 


Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to 


| the graduation and reduction of the price of the public lang 
| the amendment and modification of the laws granting pre ’ 


emption right to settlers, to the establishment of a Suryey 
or General’s Office in Oregon, and the grant of lands th rein 


| to actual settlers, be referred to the Comittee on Pudjie 
| Lands. 


Resolved, That s0 much of the said message as relates 4) 


| Our relations with the various Indian tribes, and the appoint 


mentot indian agents west of the Rocky Mountains, be je. 


| ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to 


| the condition and operations of the navy, to the increase o¢ 
| 


sea steamers, together with the report ofthe Secretary of the 


| Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Resolved, Thatso much of the said message as relates to 


| the progress and condition of the mail service, the operations 
| Of the Post Office Department, and the postal arrangements 
| with foreign Governments, together with the report of th 


Postinaster General, be referred to the Commitiec on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, 


Mr. BRODHEAD desired to state a few rea- 
sons why he had offered the substitute which had 


| just been read. 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, rose to a point of 
order. He inquired of the Chair whether they 
were not to take up the resolutions originally offer- 


|| ed by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vintoy] seri- 


atim—whether the first question in order was not 


| whether the first resolution should pass or not? 


The CHAIRMAN replied that it was perfectly 


| in order for any gentleman to move an amendment 


to the first resolution. 
Mr. SMITH said the gentleman offered an en- 
tire set of resolutions as a substitute for the entire 


set of resolutions of the gentleman from Ohio. He 
Mr. BOTTS reminded the Chair that no motion || 


inquired whether the first question was not on 
agreeing to the first resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohic? 


The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative, 


| but that the gentleman from Pennsylvania had the 


right to offer his amendment like any other amend- 
ments, 
Mr. BRODHEAD resumed the floor, and pro- 


ceeded to address the committee. He had two 


| principal objections to the resolutions submitted 
| by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] The 
Zz S 


one was to the reference of that portion of the Pres- 
ident’s message which relates to the finances of the 


| country, and the other to the disposition which 
| that resolution proposed to make of that portion 
| of the President’s message which has. reference to 
| our relations with Mexico. 


He objected to the 
eentleman’s resolutions because he proposed a ref- 


| erence of that portion of the message which related 
| to the sub-treasury and the tariff of 1846 to the 


Such a reference was 
Here- 
tofore this subject had always been referred, so far 
as his knowledge of the practice of the House ex- 
tended, to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He knew very well that the tariff act of 1846 was 
reported by the Committee of Ways antt Means, 
and also that the sub-treasury law came from that 
committee. He thought it was now right that all 
questions relating to the finances of the country 
should, in like manner, be referred to the Commit- 


Committee on Commerce. 


| tee on Finance, which was styled in this House 
| the Committee of Ways and Means. 


All ques- 
tions relating to the revenues of the country prop- 
erly belonged to the consideration of that commit- 
. It was certainly a more proper committee 
than the Committee on Commerce for such a ref- 


|erence. The principal purpose of tariff laws was 
| to raise revenue for the purpose of carrying on the 


operations of the Government. e did not 
know what purpose the gentleman from Ohio had 
in thus proposing a departure from the practice 
which had heretofore prevailed here. It might 
have been from motives of delicacy, because the 
gentleman was chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and did not desire himself to 
propose to give that committee the charge of this 
subject. 7 . 

He objected, furthermore, to the manner in 
which the gentleman from Ohio proposed to dis- 
pose of that portion of the message having refer- 
ence to our relations with Mexico. He thought 
this part should be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Wherever a subject could be referred to 
a standing committee, it was preferable to referrin 
it toa select committee. The gentleman pro 
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to raise, independently of the standing commit- sent, duty compelled him to say, that in that re- 
tees, independently of the Committee on For- port he had falsified the solemn record of the Su- 
eign Affairs and of the Committee on Military Af- Eres Court of the United States, and, founding 
fairs, three select committees on this portion of the — his report upon the falsehood, had come into this 
message. Mr. B. thought three select committees, House and declared that Congress was bound to 
in addition to those heretofore established, were py over $70,000 to the claimants of these slaves. | 
altogether unnecessary. He compared the first He did not charge the Committee on Foreign Af- | 
resolution of Mr. Vinton, referring to the Com- | fairs, or the chairman who drew up this report, | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and that which refers to | with any intention of falsification. The gentle- 
a select committee the manner and policy of the man’s report commenced with a flagrant violation | 
war, and said it seemed to him that the jurisdic- oftruth. He said, *©on the 26th August, 1840, a | 
tion of these two committees would in some meas- | vessel of the United States took possession, &c., | 
ure conflict; that they would be considering the || of the Spanish schooner on the coast of Connecti- 
same subjects, and making reports covering the | cut,’’ &e. 
came grounds here. For these reasons, he hoped Now, sir, the records of the court show that the |) 
that his substitute would be adopted. vessel was taken possession of on the 26th August, | 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, although it was some- | 1539, instead of 1840. And on this false assump- | 
thing like speaking to empty benches to rise to | tion declares, page 10th of the report, that “the 
address the committee at this time, yet he felt dis- | proof is that they (the negroes) were at least four- | 
nosed toembrace the present opportunity to call | teen months in Cuba.’’ ‘The owner of these | 
the attention of those few who should have the | alleged barbarians, adjudged by the court to be | 
kindness to listen to him, to the circumstances of | Africans just kidnapped from their savage state, as | 
the case which was now presented by the Presi- || put on the record for them, states they were kid- | 
dent of the United States for our consideration. | napped from Africa on the 15th April, 1839, and 
He did so the more readily, because there were | then transported to Cuba on the 12th June, 1839.” | 
many members who had not heretofore been par- By thus stating the arrival of the Africans at | 
ticipants in the consideration of this subject; the 
older members would at once recognize an old ac- 
quaintance in the claim now presented, and most 
of the gentlemen now present would recollect very 
distinctly the nature of the claim which they were 
now called upon to meet upon the part of the 


Havana in 1839, as was really the case, and then || 
saying they were taken on the coast of Coniecti- 
cut in August, 1840, which is untrue, the commit- 
tee represented the negroes to have been fourteen 
| months in Cuba, instead of fourteen days. ‘This 
| false-statement is in contradiction to the alleged 
Spanish Government. In 1839, perhaps as early | facts that they were bosales, or negroes newly im- 
as April, certain persons who were Spanish sub- ported, instead of ** ladinos, ; or negroes long resi- 
jects, traders in slaves, took from the coast of || dentin Cuba. ‘This fact was important, as it is 
‘Africa fifty-two or fifiy-three negroes, and brought || understood byoall that the treaty between Spain 
them to Cuba. They were landed inthe month | and the United States, and the laws of that king- 
of May, or perhaps in the last of the month of |; dom, interdict the slave-trade. 
June, and placed in the baracoons of Havana. He regretted that the gentleman who penned 
They remained there some twelve or fourteen days, this report was not present; but present or absent, 
when they were transferred by bill of sale from || it became his duty to stamp it with the character 
the original importers to Montez and Ruiz, who | which belonged to it. 
shipped them on board the Amistad, and sailed for Again, at a subsequent period, at the first ses- 
Principe, on the southern end ef the island. When | sion of the last Congress, this same report was 
five days out from Havana, they rose upon those || again put forth and re-adopted by the Committee 
who held them in subjection, and slew the captain | on Foreign Affairs, and the chairman of the present 
and cook, sent the two sailors on shore in a coe | Committee on Foreign Affairs [Mr. Surrn, of Con- 
aud ordered their owners, Montez and Ruiz, to | necticut] put his hand to it that it was true, 
guide the ship to Africa. Montez and Ruiz guided (The committee at this time being quite thin— 
the vesse! so far north as to come to anchor near || Mr. Smirn, with many others, being absent—Mr. 
the east end of Long Island, where the ship and | G. said he wished some of the boys would run and 
negroes were taken possession of by Lieutenant | tell his friend he was talking about him. He | 
Gedney, in the employ of the United States. They || wanted to drive every man out from behind the || 
were taken to New Haven, in the State of Con- | bush on this subject.] 
necticut, and Lieutenant Gedney filed his claim in He did not believe that the gentleman who was 
the district court of that State for salvage on both || at present at the head of the Committee on Foreign 
ship and negroes. | Affairs would intentionally endorse such a mis- 
Montez and Ruiz there filed their claims to | statement. The fact ws, he supposed the gentle- 
these negroes, whom they claimed as their prop- | man did not know whether it was true or false; 
erty. Claims were also pat in by the owners of | because it was a question in which slaves were 
the Amistad; and several other claimants filed | involved, he did not examine it. It was the habit 
their claims before the said court. The vessel was | of northern men to shrink from the investigation 
awarded, upon due consideration, to the claim- || of any subject in which the peculiar institution 
unts—saving to those who had taken possession | was involved; they did not like to approach it, 
of it their salvage, which amounted to one-quarter | And now what was the consequence? hy, his 
or perhaps to one-third its value. The negroes, || friend from Connecticut, having admitted the truth 
who were the principal subject-matter of litigation, || of that report, and confirmed it, the gentleman 
were adjudged to be free persons, holding the right || from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropugeap] now moved || 
to their liberty, possessed of the natural rights || to refer the subject again to the very men who had 
with which they were created. They were there- | made this report. 
fore released by the decree of said court, from || [Mr. Smrra now entering the Hall, Mr. G. re- 
which an appeal was taken to the Supreme Court || peated the declaration that the gentleman had en- 
of the United States; and there, upon the unani- |} dorsed and adopted this report, and it bore his 


mous judgment of that court, without a dissenting || impress. | : : 
voice—more than half of whom were slave own- || r. SMITH, (interposing.) How bears my 
ers—the judgment of the district court was ratified | impress? 


and confirmed, and these persons were declared to | 
be in the full possession of their inalienable rights, 
and those who held them in bonlage flagrant vio- | 
lators of the law of nations. e negroes were 
thus set at liberty. This took place in 1840—per- | 


haps in January—when the final judgment was || Affairs did during the last Congress. 
rendered in the Supreme Court of the United || Mr. GIDDINGS. There is nothing on the 
States. Subsequently to that, viz: in 1844, the | record which shows that my friend from Connec- 
claimants of these negroes came into this body, | ticut dissented from it. As | said before, I do not 
and through the Spanish Minister presented their || believe he examined the question. But where is 
claims against the United States for the value of || his counter-report? Where is his solemn protest? 
the blood, the sinews, and the bones of those ne- | Where does he contradict this declaration—this 
groes who were thus set at liberty. flagrant falsehood? How has he raised his voice 
Mr. G. regretted most sincerely that the former || against this doctrine, which is so unjust in itself, 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs || and which is tending to overthrow our Government 


(Mr. C. J. IneeRsou.] was not present at this and our liberties? | 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Why, as a member of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, by assenting to it. 

Mr. SMITH. Asa member of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs! Well; I hope I am not to be 
held responsible for all the Committee on Foreign 





i 
| 
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ume. If he were, he should feel compelled to treat Mr. SMITH. If the gentleman from Ohio will 
the subject in a different manner; yet, though ab- |) permit me to refer him to the yeas and nays, I 
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| think he will find that this question came up in the 
| House, and that my name is there recorded. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I beg pardon; there is no 
such thing on the record. This report never came 
before the House. [A laugh.] 

Mr. SMITH. If there is no such thing it is be- 
cause this question could not raise strength enough 
to get the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I know that; and therefore 
it was Important that my friend should have had 
strength enough in his own breast to speak the 
truth, lo declare the facts. 

He repeated, he wanted every man to take open, 
bold ground, as freemen and the representatives of 
freemen. 

This was not the whole. When the general 
appropriation bill was under consideration in the 
Senate at the last session,an amendment was at- 
tached to it giving $50,000 as a compensation for 
these slaves to the claimants. This amendment 
came down here; and, after hearing the exposé of 
his venerable friend who set before him [Mr. 
Apams] of some fifteen minutes, there were only 
twenty-three persons willing to vote for it in com- 
mittee, and in the House only forty. [twas hurl- 


|| ed unceremoniously from this body, and stamped 


with the express disapprobation of the House; and, 


| having lain over only from that time—the close of 


the last session—they were recommended by the 
President to make this appropriation, to tax their 
constituents, to pay over this money to these deal- 
ers in human flesh. 

The object of his motion was not to send this 
subject to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; and, 
in naming a select committee, he said he had no 
desire or wish to be placed upon that committee, 
But it was his desire that the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,} who had stood 
in the relation of counsel to this case from its com- 
mencement, should be placed upon it; and then he 
should like to see placed upon it some of the ablest 
statesmen and lawyers on the other side of the 
case; so that both sides of the question might be 


| fully presented, and that we should not hereafier 


have the records of the country falsified. 

It was his object, therefore, to send this subject 
to a select committee, that a report might be drawn 
up aid sent to the people, that they might be thor- 
oughly informed in relation to it. He did not know 
but that it was his duty to speak more at length 
on this matter; but would a say that the Presi- 


| dent had urged them—to do what? ‘To sustain 
| the Spanish slave trade. He asks us to tax the 


people, to take that which they earn by the sweat 
of their brows, to pay men engaged in the slave 
trade for the failure of their speculations. This 
was a subject not agitated by him; it was urged 
upon them by the President, and it had been again 
and again urged upon them by the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. He wished to disabuse the minds 
of any who thought he had agitated this question. 
He would take this occasion to say that he had 
never agitated the question of slavery here, but to 
redeem the North from all participation in it— 
from all unconstitutional participation init. He 
held in his hand a resolution which had been 

assed by the Legislature of South Carolina, and 
cs rejoiced that he had one occasion to speak with 
approbation of the action of South Carolina on 
the subject of slavery. 

The Coie gentleman here read the resolu- 
tions to which he referred, which were understood 
to deny any right to the free States to interfere 
with oe in the South, and also to Congress 
under the Constitution to exercise any conirol 
over it. These, he said, were sentiments which 
were concurred in by the North. For himself he 
responded most heartily to the resolutions. They 
had no power to cause the abolition of slavery in 
the South, nor had Congress the right to require 
the North to give the institution of slavery any 
support. He desired emphatically to repeat, that. 
they had here no power whatever in connexion 
wih the institution ef slavery. This position was 
so clearly sustained by the Constitution ‘that he 
who runs may read. The doctrine then of the 
South Carolina resolutions was true. We have 
no right to interfere with it; we never had any 
right to interfere with it. Every movement here- 
tofore by which this House has taken jurisdiction 
of it was a violation of the Constitution. And yet 
the President now asked them to interfere with 
that around which the Constitution had thrown a 
barrier. He asked them to do that which the peo- 
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] eS had no right to meddle with, to establish, up- 


old, or put it down, and he hoped this House 
would refuse to gratify the President in this par- 
ticular. Would the Representatives of the North 
make such a concession? Would the Whig party 
yield their assent to such dogmas of the Presi- 
dent? If the chairman of the Committee of the 
District of Columbia were present he would ask 
him if there was any probability of their repealing 
the laws of Congress by which they had exer- 
cised jurisdiction over this subject in this District? 
He directed attention to the slave pen in view of 
this Capitol, in which there was more sighing, and 
weeping, and groaning, and more human suffering 
than imagination could paint. From all connex- 
ion with such cruelties he wished the people that 
he represented to be absolved. He hoped, there- 
fore, that Congress would refuse to entertain the 
subject, and not, as invited by the President, tax 
the people to perpetuate and encourage the inflic- 
tion of pain and misery. He desired to wash his 
hands of it. 

[ie called the attention of the Honse to the effect 
of such interference. It was to encourage the slave 
trade on the coast of Africa; it was to involve us 
in the crime of piracy. ‘This interference with 
slavery had involved us in a war, iv which now 
so much American blood was being poured out, 
and the treasures of the nation were squandered 
with an extravagance heretofore unknown to this 
nation. Were, then, the gentlemen of the North 
prepared to respond to the cull of the President to 
sustain the Spanish slave trade? ‘Their action on 
this important subject at this session of Congress, 
would make an interesting chapter in the biography 
of many American statesmen. He called upon 
Representatives of the people from every section 
of the Union to come forward and meet this ques- 
tion without excitement. ‘The position which he 
had laid down, and which he should now sustain, 
was that this Hlouse had no right to interfere with 
the subject. They had no right to sustain it in 
any State of this Union. They had no right to 
impose on any free State the duty of meddling 
with it. He hoped, then, that this position would 
be sustained, for to do otherwise would involve a 
violation of the Constitution. ‘They of the North 
had neither the power nor the consututional right 
to interfere with it. If that institution were a bless- 
ing, let the South take all its blessedness to them- 
selves. If it were a curse, let the North be saved 
from its malign influences. ‘Thatthe North might 
be redeemed from that curse, he called upon the 
Northern Representatives to come forward and 
say to slavery, ‘Thus far shalt thou go and no 
farther.” 

As to the right of the negroes of the Amistad 
to do what they did, he had no doubt. They 
were kidnapped from Africa, and had a right to 
defend themselves by all the laws of God and 
man: they had the right, too, to rise on their cap- 
tors, and hurl them into the deep, to achieve their 
own liberty, just as would the citizens of the 
North if they should be seized and carried to the 
Havana for a like purpose. The position of the 
parties (the Spaniards and negroes) was one of 
war; but when the negroes came on our shores, 
they were entitled to all the rights of hospitality 
from our people. 
between them and their captors. ‘They were free 
men, and they had the rights of freemen. But 
we took from them their ship, and gave it to the 
Spanish claimants. This was wrong. If we were 
now called to give the negroes the value of the 
ship, he would vote for it. But he would only 
add, that he desired to send the case to a select 
committee, in order that we may have full reports 
on both sides of the question. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose to put the ques- 
tion, but said he did not feel at liberty to do so in 
the present condition of the committee. One of 


its standing rules was to this effect: “* Whenever | 


* the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
* Union, or the Committee of the Whole House, 
* finds itself without a quorum, the chairman shall 
‘cause the roll of the House to be called, and 
* thereupon the committee shall rise, and the chair- 
*man shall report the names of the absentees to 
‘the House, which shall be entered on the Jour- 
‘nal.”?’ There being now less than a quorum 
present, he directed the Clerk to call the roll. 

Mr. HUDSON inquired how it had been ascer- 
tained that there was no quorum present—there 
had been no count. 


We had no right to interfere | 
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The CHAIRMAN reiterated the terms of the | 
rule, which he said were imperative. 
Mr. HUDSON said his question was, how this | 
finding of the want of a quorum had been ascer- | 
tained, as no vote had been taken. 
The CHAIRMAN replied that there was evi- | 
dently no quorum present; and asthe question was | 
now to be taken on the amendment, it became the | 
duty of the Chair to order the roll to be called. 

Mr. HUDSON said the Chair had no official 
knowledge of the want of a quorum until it had | 
been ascertained by a count. 

Mr. BOYD also asked how the want of a quo- 
rum had been ascertained. He desired to know | 
by what test the fact had been discovered. 

The CHAIRMAN replied thathis own eyes had | 
ascertained the fact, oa in such circumstances thes! 
rules made it the imperative duty of the Chair to | 
order the roll to be called. 

Mr. McKAY rose and said, while they had been | 
discussing this matter, the pages had been to the | 
Senate, and brought in a sufficient number of mem- | 
bers to constitute a quorum. This, lie was of opin- | 
‘on, was contrary to the spirit of the rule, and he | 
hoped the Doorkeeper would avoid this in future, | 
and that, on a recurrence of such a circumstance, | 
the Chair would order the doors to be closed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, in exculpation of the Door- 


keeper, stated that the pages had acted under his | 


directions. 


There being a quorum now present, the ques- | 


tion was taken on the amendment of the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, |Mr. Gippines,}] which was deter- | 
mined in the negative. 
‘The question then recurred on the substitute of | 
the genteman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brop- | 
HEAD. 
Mr. VINTON desired to say a word or two in 
explanation of what had been spoken of by the 


gentieman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropneap.] |) 


‘That gentleman had said that it had been the uni- | 


versal rule heretofore to refer to the Committee of || 
Ways and Means whatever concerned the finances || 


and the revenues of the country. In that the gen- | 
tleman was correct, and he would find that the first 
resolution proposed to make such a reference of | 
all such matters—not only all that relates to the | 
sub-treasury act, but everything else that belonged 
to the revenues of the country. 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania said that 
that part of the President’s message which relates 
to the ** operation’’ of the sub-treasury act should | 
not be disposed of as was proposed by his (Mr. | 
V.’s) resolutions. ‘The President, in his message, 


explained, in the first place, the operation of the || 


sub-treasury act and the provisions of law on the | 
subject of the revenue. But the President said | 
further, that the sub-treasury act had had a salu- | 
tary influence on the country,and on the commerce | 


of the country; and he takes great credit to himself || 


for its beneficial influence on the commerce of the | 
country in contradistinetion to the revenues. 
{Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, announcing that he had 
approved and signed the bill making appropria- 
uons for subsistence in kind, &c.] 
Mr. VINTON then resumed: ‘The President of 


the United States had thought it important to call |) 


the attention of the House and of the country to 
the influence the sub-treasury had had on the com- | 
merce of the country; the Committee on Commerce 


then was surely the appropriate committee to have || caus r p 
| duties, and that their places be filled in a course 


that part under invesugation, for the influence of 
the sub-treasury on the commerce of the country 
did not strictly and appropriately belong to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. So far as it 
relates to the revenues of the country it does belong 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and no 
further. If it had had such an influence as the 


the country, at was proper that the Committee on | 
Commerce should act upon it. It was that com- 
mittee’s appropriate province. 

But the President does not stop there, for he 
says that the tariff act of 1846 had had a beneficial | 
influence on the agriculture of the country. He 
did not understand the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to object to the reference designed for that 
part of the President’s message. It certainly was 
no part of the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to inquire into the operation of measures 
on the agricultural interests of the country, except 
so far as related to the raising of revenue. In his 
resolutions, therefore, apportioning the President’s 
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message, he had followed the topics in their Order 
| as touched upon by the President, and had made 
such a division as the subjects themselves sugvest- 
ed. : 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania also objected 
to the raising of a select committee to whom shall 
be referred all that portion of the President’s mes. 
sage which relates to the manner in which the war 
shall be hereafier conducted, and the policy which 
was to be pursued. That portion of the Presj- 
dent’s message which relates to the commencement 
of hostilities, &c., the gentleman from Pennsylya- 
nia thought should go to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. But the question was as to the manner 
in which the war shall hereafter be prosecuted, 
and the policy that shall be pursued; and every 
gentleman who reflected on that subject, would see 
that it was as much a domestic as a foreign ques- 
tion. The policy which had been marked out by 
the President of the United States, involved pro- 
= to incorporate part, if not the whole of 

exico, into this Union, or that we should hold 
itas an indemnity for the expenses of the war. 
Here, then, were great questions, which, if car- 
ried out, would, in the end, have a vastly greater 
influence on our domestic institutions and our pros- 
perity than on Mexico herself. 

It is indeed possible, as is said in the message, 
that these great national movements may in their 
effects prove beneficial to Mexico; but, if such 
shall be the result, it will be attained, if at all, at 
a greatly disproportionate cost to the United States. 
I trust that a subject so great and so important as 
this, one of the greatest, certainly, that ever has 
been presented by any Executive to the American 
people, will be sent (where it ought to go) to a se- 
lect committee—a committee of gentlemen selected 
for this especial duty. The Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, as proposed in the resolutions of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, will have a broader 
scope for their consideration and action than ever 
was before given to any committee in this country. 

I do not, however, mean to discuss the subject; 
the time will not permit; but I will say this, that 
in reading the message, I was impressed with the 


|| conviction, and I do now solemnly believe, that in 


that state paper there are presented a greater num- 
| ber of weighty and momentous questions—more 
| new questions especially, on international law— 


'| than in any Executive message that has appeared 


| within a quarter of a century past. 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose, and expressed a 
desire to address the committee on the subject be- 
fore it; but not feeling able at this moment, on 
account of the state of his health, he moved that 
| the committee do now rise. 
The motion prevailing, the committee rose ac- 
cordingly. 
PETITIONS. 
Petitions were presented and disposed of as fol- 
lows, viz: 
By Mr. TRUMAN SMITH: Of officers of 
| the army of the United States in Mexico, for a 
further provision by law for the support of the 
|families of such officers and soldiers as fall in 
| battle or die in the public service. Also, of officers 
of the United States army in Mexico, for an asy- 
lum in behaif of invalid soldiers. Also, of officers 
of the United States army in Mexico, for a retiring 
list of such officers as, by age, infirmity, or other 
cause, become incompetent to discharge their field 


| of regular promotion. 
_ ner for a pension, &c. 
The latter petition was referred to the Commit: 


Also, of Mrs. F. P. Gard- 


| tee on Military Affairs. 


In presenting the first three petitions, Mr. 


| SMITH remarked that they were dated August 


President seemed to suppose on the commerce of || 


Ist, and consequently before the army entered 
into the basin of Mexico, and before the several 
battles which ended in the capture of the city of 
| Mexico. Many of the petitioners who had asked 


| Congress to make pte for the families of 


| those who should fall in battle, were well known 
_to have already fallen since they signed the peti- 
tion. However much doubt he felt in relation to 
| the justice of the war, or its origin, or the policy 
| of sending our armies into the heart of Mexico, 
| he could never hesitate in his advocacy of a meas- 
ure of simple justice to those who had fallen in 
| their country’s service. He moved that the me- 
morials be printed, and referred to the Cemmitiee 
on Military Affairs. 
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Mr. HOWELL COBB informed the gentleman 
that the memorial had already been printed, (by 
order of the Senate,) and laid upon their tables. 

The motion to print was then negatived, and the 
reference ordered. a 

Mr. SMITH also presented the petition of the 
widow of Abm. C. Fowler, A fm a pension: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CHASE: Of L, P. Cheatham, for com- 

ensation for losses incurred in the removal of the 
Cherokee Indians: referred to the Committee of 

“aims. 

' By Mr. MOREHEAD: Of Alfred F. Jones, 
foran amendment of the patent law: referred to 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. KENNON: Of citizens of the State of 
Ohio, to place Henry Johnston of said State on the 
pension roll: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: Of Mr. R. L. Schieff- 
elin, for the settlement of claims relative to prop- 
erty lost in the war of 1812. 

3y Mr. VAN DYKE: Of Robert Davidson, for 
confirmation of certain land titles. 

By Mr. N. EVANS: Of T. Campbell, for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MILLER: Of 192 citizens of Rich'and 
county, Ohio, for a daily mail-route from Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, to Mansfield, Ohio: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: Of L. G. Curtiss, editor 
of the Cincinnati Commercial, in relation to the 
printing of the Cincinnati post office letter list: 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN presented the pro- | 
ceedings of **a great Democratic meeting, held in | 
Philadelphia, December 18, to sustain the Admin- || 


istration and the war.’”’ 
Mr. BROWN said, as the proceedings had been 
extensively published and read, he would not ask 


to have them printed or read, but merely laid on || 


the table of the House for its use; which motion 
was agreed to. 


By Mr. EMBREE: Of H. M. Leeds and oth- | 
ers, of the counties of Vanderburgh and Posey, | 


Indiana, for a mail-route from Evansville to Cyn- 
thiana, in Posey county: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. TOMPKINS: Of G. T. Swann, S. R. | 
Adams, and Charles Scott, relative to the con- | 


struction of a railroad from Jackson to Brandon, 


Mississippi: referred to the Committee on Roads | 
a || Mr. C. said he hoped the House would allow 


and Canals. 


By Mr. TURNER: Of C. M. Dewey and 112 


others, for permission to C. M. Dewey to flow | 
innebago | 


certain Government lands in the 
Swamp, Illinois: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


Also, of the Legislature of Illinois, respecting | 


Government lands: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


By Mr. W. R. W. COBB: Of Jonathan Tip- 


ton, fora revolutionary pension: referred to the | 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


By Mr. HARRIS: Of J. P. Montgomery and | 
others, of Alabama, for a mail-route from We- | 


tumpka to Medowee, Alabama: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. W. R. W. COBB: Of sundry persons, | 


fora mail-route from Jasper to Springville, Ala- 
bama: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


By Mr. LEFFLER: Resolutions of an Towa 


City meeting, in favor of a railroad from the Mis- | 


sissippi river to the Pacific: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, of the Iowa Legislature, for a grant of six 
sections of United States Govegnment land to the 
Des Moines College, (Presbyterian,) lowa: refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WM. THOMPSON: Of E. Drown 
and 172 others, of Iowa, for a change in mail-route 
No. 4,581, from Barlington to Fairfield: referred 
to = Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads, 

Also, of William Eaton and 13 others, of Iowa, 
for an extension of the act of July 27, 1842, in 
relation to bounty lands for military services: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, 

_ By Mr. TWEEDY : Memorial of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of Wisconsin, praying for the con- 
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struction of a road from the Falls of St. Croix to || for the relief of E. Goodrich Smith; which bills 

La Pointe, on Lake Superior, heretofore presented || weve read and committed. 

March 31, 1845: referred to the Committee on Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, from the 

Roads and Canals. Like memorial fora road from || Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 

Prairie du Chien to La Pointe, heretofore present- | relief of David Myerle. Read and committed. 

ed April 7, 1846. Petition of citizens of Wiscon- || Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 

Sin, for appropriation for same object, heretofore || mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 

presented March 9, 1846: referred to the Commit- |, tion: 

tee on Roads and Canals. | Resolved, That the allowance to each member of the 
Sy I r T. ; 3s , House for stationery and other articles charged to them hy 
: yo Mr. LINCOLN : Of James Semple and |, the postmaster, be limited tothe sum of thirty-five doliars 

others, against the petition of the city of Alton, Illi- |) for the long, and twenty-five dollars for the short, session of 

nos, praying a relinquishment of certain lands 


each Congress. 
a described : referred to the Committee on The resolution was agreed to. 
a7 ies 
| Public Lands T . . 
satatanres : eos 1e committees having been called through for 
By Mr. CLINGMAN: Of numerous families “i - 


. . ‘ ‘ | reports— 
sat rate ai fr ramumention on ae-|“he SPEAKER annoueed hat the nex sujet 
the United States agents commissioned to unica am Hoe order was the unfinished business, viz : resolu- 
rangements respecting lands given to the Cherokee || "ny lying over under the rule. - 
nation: referred to the Committee on Indian Af- || The resolution moved by Mr. McKay several 
faire days since, authorizing the printing of 10,000 extra 
: copies of the report on commerce and navigation, 
| was taken up and referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 
The resolution moved by Mr. J. R. Incrasout, 
| on the 18th December last, directing “ that 1,000 
copies of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
upon the coast survey be printed for the use of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey,”’’ was takeu 
up and referred to the Committee on Printing. 
The resolution moved by Mr. Bropueap, on the 
20th of December last, * that the usual number of 





TEXAS VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. KAUFMAN gave notice that on to-mor- | 
row, or some subsequent day, he shall introduce a |! 
joint resolution providing for the payment of the 
regiment of Texas volunteers called into the ser- 
vice by Colonel Curtis, commanding officer at Ca- 
margo. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING, from the 
.~Committee on Naval-Affairs, reported a bill ma- . 
_ king an appropriation of $150,000, to be applied || copies of a bill relating to postage on newspapers 
| towards the construction of a dry dock in the | be printed for the use of the House,”’ was taken 

harbor of New York. Read and committed. | up and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. STANTON, from the same committee, || RELATING TO THE WAR. 
made an adverse report on the petition of Catha- The resolution moved by Mr. Gocain several 
| rine Clark, widow of Joseph Clark. Laid on the || days since was next taken up, viz : 
table. Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- || quested to communicate to this House any instructions 


e bi ‘the relief of Edw inn. which may have been given to any of the officers of the 
{ _ oe the relief of Edward Quinn. Read army or navy of the United States, or other persons, in re- 


1} gard to the return of President General Antonio Lopez de 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- || Santa Anna, or por other og pd the ere Te 
i'l mi ely ‘aj . i s ico, prior or subsequent to the order of the President or 
| mattee on Foreign Affairs, reported - bill to provide Secretary of War, mowed in January, 1846, for the march of 
for the ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of || the army from the Nueces river, across the © stupendous de- 
American citizens for spoliations committed by || serts” which intervene, to the Rio Grande; that the date of 
the French prior to the 31st of July, 1801. Read || al such instructions, orders, and correspondence, be set 
and committed forth, together with the instructions and orders issued to 
a ie ‘ . | Mr. Slidell at any time prior or subsequent to his departure 
: Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- || for Mexico as Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
tionary Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Mary Patton. Laid on the table. 


to that Republic. 
) : Mr. McLANE proposed, before the question 
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
making further provision for surviving widows of 


was put, togive areason why he was a to the 
the soldiers of the Revolution. 


} 


| 
! 





adoption of the original resolution. e informa- 
tion called for was already on record, within the 
reach of every member of this House. Docu- 
ments had been printed giving all the instructions 
furnished to Mr. Slidell, together with despatches 
from General Taylor, by which General Taylor 
advised the President to send him to the Rio 
mit and in favor of the bill, the question on com- || Grande. These despatches furnished advice not 
mitting the bill was disagreed to. only on military, but on political grounds, and they 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and presented General Taylor not only as an accom- 


the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 
After some remarks by Mr. SIMS, who moved 

the commitment of the bill, and by Mr. JONES, 

of Tennessee, in opposition to the motion to com- 





read a third time. plished military chieftain, but as a statesman and 
Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Revolu- || & a ready to support the Government under 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the || which he served as a commissioned officer. They 
etitions of Catharine Abel, Sarah Nixon, and || presented him in the light of a public servant ca- 


unice Goodell. Laid on the table. 
Also, from the same committee, reported a bil 


| mitted. 





] 


| for the relief of Elizabeth Clapper. Read and com- 


Mr. LAWRENCE, of New York, from the 


same committee, made adverse reports on the pe- 


|| titions of Alexander Wallace and Mary Corwin 
|| Laid on the table. 


and committed. 


and committed. 


Pensions, reported bills for the benefit of Harriet 
Barney, widow of Joshua Barney; for the relief S ! 
|| of Anthony Walton Bayard; and for the relief of || General Taylor’s despatches in the document to 
| George Newton; which several bills were read 


Mr. VENABLE, from the same committee, re- “for 
ported a bill for the relief of Russell Goss. Read — the document. 
c 


Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the pow of Joseph Coberly and 


Peter Coville. aid on the table. 


| Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on 
|| Patents, reported bills to provide for additional 


' 


examiners at the Patent Office; for the relief o 


f 


pable of going beyond the scope of military duty: 
they showed that he thoroughly understood, and 
was acquainted with, the political considerations 
involved in the movement in which he was en- 
gaged; that he understood the Rio Grande to be 
the boundary which the annexation of Texas had 
forced between us and Mexico; and he therefore 
induced the President to send him to the Rio 


understood to say, that ample information was 
contained respecting Mr. Slidell’s instructions and 


which he referred: it contained all the correspond- 
ence connected with Mr. Slidell’s mission, and 
therefore he should vote against reprinting and re- 


| Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid || Grande as a political movement. Mr. McL. was 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. L. moved to amend the resolution of 
Mr. Borts, by adding thereto the following : 

‘* Provided, That the same documents have not already 
been printed and Jaid before the House.” 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, explained that the 
information sought to be obtained 7 this resolu- 
tion, and the document to which his colleague 


Captain Henry M. Shreve; and for the relief of || referred, were very distinct and different in their 
|| Calvin Emmons; all of which were read and com- 


mitted. 





character. 


Mr. ASHMUN presumed the gentleman from 


Mr. HENLEY, from the same committee, re- |} Maryland had no desire to mislead and misinform 
ported bills for the relief of John J. Adams, and the H 


ouse as to the document in question. The 































































eek, 
Baka 


4a 


aes’ 


PORN Soo~y 
Se TE ERT PS 


hi 
RS 


awh. 
maha 
he 


5% 


ee as 


php ago pea nbaie 
seas 


n ebpble i? 








104 


character of that gentleman forbade such a suppo- | 


a THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. Jan. 4, 


—— 


| as follows: Ayes 98, noes not counted. So the i! Tompkins, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thompson 


Op peilaraetnnanp rap nth ey tee 


sition. And yet the positive assertion that, by the 
last Congress, a call was made on, and fully an- 
swered by the Executive, giving all the informa- 
tion which this resolution called for, astonished 
him, (Mr. A.,) who was a member of that Con- 
gress. During the last Congress, a resolution was 


offered by a gentleman from Mississipy calling | 


fur the correspondence of General Taylor, and he 
(Mr. A.) had the honor of offering an amendment 


similar to this resolution, for the ‘purpose of ob- | 


taining all instructions and despatches in connec- 
tion with the return of Santa Anna, on which the 
yeas and nays were taken; but, instead of the 
gentiomen on the other side consenting to the call, 
he held in his hand a book which showed that 
they voted against it, and it did not pass. 

Mr. McLANE rose to explain. Having had 
an opportunity again to hear the resolution read, 
he was understood to say that he had mistaken its 


call was seconded. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved to adjourn. Lost. 


The question then being, Shall the main ques- | 
| tion be now put? 
The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered; | 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 108, 
| nays 65. 
| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, then moved to | 
| lay the resolution on the table. 


_ Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired of the Chair 
if the morning hour devoted to the consideration 


| of resolutions had not expired ? 


The SPEAKER said it had; and read the 27th 


| rule. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. HAMMONS moved that the House ad- 
journ. Disagreed to, 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Chair, if the 


William Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Turner, Van Dyke 


| Venable, Vinton, Warren, Wilson, and Woodward—1ji5, 


NAYS—Messrs. Boyd, Brodhead, Chartes Brown, How. 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Hammons, jj} 
George S. Houston, Jamieson, Kaufman, Kennon, Milier. 
Richey, and Sawyer—15. > 

So the resolution was agreed to; 

And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re. 


| ferred: 


By Mf. ABBOTT: The petition of James Burns, of New. 
baryport, in the State of Massachusetts, praying for pecuni- 
ary aid, in cousideration of wounds received while on board 
the frigate Constitution, in her conflict with a French ship 
of war. 

By Mr. MEADE: The petition of Nathaniel Harrison, 
praying for a pension. ; 

By Mr. JOUNSON, of New Hampshire: The petition of 
Javed W. Williams and others, for an increase of inspectors 


~ 


| of the customs. 
| By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Jennings ang 
| others, citizens of Trumbull county, praying for peace with 
| Mexico. 

By Mr. ECKERT: A petition of citizens of Schuylkil| 


object. He was now ready to vote for the call 
prop sed, . 

Mr. ASHMUN was sure the gentleman from 
Maryland was laboring under a misapprehension 


Tlouse refused to proceed to the orders of the day, 
| whether the resolution would not still remain be- | 
| fore the House. 
| The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 


Ae 


ey 


Swe 
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when he made the assertion he had now with- 
drawn. He (Mr. A.) was about to read a call 
for General ‘Taylor’s correspondence to show him 
the error which he had now so frankly acknowl- 
edged, 
was attempted, but it was refused by the political 
friends of the gentleman from Maryland. The 
instructions to Mr. Slidell never had been furnish- 
ed, though he believed there was a call of the Sen- 
ate for the correspondence between Mr. Slidell and 
Mr. Buchanan. The President’s war messace 
contained papers on that subject; but Mr. Slidell’s 


instructions had never been furnished, nor did any | 


one know under what instructions Mr. Slidell 
went to Mexico. This resolution called for com- 
munications between President Polk and Santa 


Anna, to which he now understood the gentleman | 


from Maryland withdrew his objections. 


Mr. BAYLY said he desired to offer an amend- | 


ment to the resolutions. 


The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia that there was one amendment already pend- 


ing, offered by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. | 


McLane. } 


Mr. BAYLY thought it had been withdrawn, | 


but was informed that it had not. 


He then ob- 


served that the resolutions ought to be amended. | 


All he wished was, that the usual qualification 
should be appended which had always accompa- 


nied important calls for information in relation to || 


our foreign affairs, viz: if compliance with the call 
should not be incompatible with the public inter- 
est. The resolution, as it stood, was exceedingly 
broad; it embraced all orders given to officers, 
whether of the army or navy, touching the réturn 


of every person who had been admitted into Mex- | 
ico, not only Santa Anna, but every other person. 
It surely could not be proper, in the present pos- | 
ture of our affairs, to insist on such a call in an | 
He asked, therefore, that the | 
qualification which had been usual in all similar | 


unqualified form. 


calls from the foundation of the Government should 


be appended to this one, viz: ‘if not incompatible | 


with the public interest. ”’ 


Mr. GOGGIN said, that as he had had the honor | 


to present the resolution, and the gentleman on the 


other side had avowed his readiness to vote for it, | 


he would move the previous question. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to | 


propose an amendment, which he hoped would be 


accepted as a modification, and which he wished | 


read for information. 
It was read, and was substantially as follows: 


“that the President also communicate any orders, if | 
any were given, in relation to the return of Paredes 


to Mexico.” 


Mr. GOGGIN said he was perfectly willing to | 


accept this as a modification of his resolution; and, 
having done so, he renewed his call for the previ- 
ous question. 


Mr. BAYLY said that if the motion for the pre- | 


vious question should prevail, he would be de- 


ee of the opportunity to move the modification | 
e had indicated-—a modification which had never, | 


as he recollected, been refused. 


Mr. GOGGIN said that the acceptance of such | 
a modification would, in his judgment, be equiva- | 


lent to giving up the resolution entirely. 


The question being on seconding the call for the | 


previous question, it was decided by yeas and nays 


There was no call for these papers. It | 


| ‘The question to proceed to the orders of the day 
was then put, and disagreed to. 
And the question on Mr. Hovusron’s motion to 
lay the resvlution on the table was also disagreed 
to. 
| After some suggestions, inquiries, and conver- 
| sation between the Speaker and various members, 
| which, amid the confusion, escaped the ear of the 
| reporter— 
The SPEAKER observed that some doubt had 
| been expressed as to whether the amendment 
| offered by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
McLane| had been withdrawn. 

Mr. McLANE said that he had not withdrawn 
| the amendment; and, as it had not yet been acted 
| upon, he believed it was his right still to modify it. 

He would therefore modify it by adding the usual 
qwuilification, ** if, in his opinion, it shall not be in- 
compatible with the public interest.”’ 

Some confusion here took place, several gen- 
tlemen rising at once and insisting that the gentle- 
man from Maryland had no right to make the 
modification after the previous question had been 
ordered. 

‘The CHAIR decided that every member had a 
Ipright to withdraw or modify any amendment he 

might have offered previous to any independent 
‘| action of the House on such amendment. 

Irom this decision Mr. ‘TOOMBS took an ap- 
peal. 

The question of order-was debated at some 
| length, and the question being on sustaining the 
| decision of the Chair— 
| Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
| journ. Disagreed to. 

The question on the appeal was then put, to wit: 
** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the House?’ ' 

It was decided in the negative by yeas and nays: 
Yeas 52, nays 115. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

Mr. McLANE then withdrew jis amendment. 





Disagreed to. 
Mr. BAYLY asked to be excused from voting 
on the question on agreeing to the resolution, 


the subject was had. 


the affirmative: Yeas 145, nays 19, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green 
Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Beale, Bedinger, Belcher, 
Bingham, Blanchard, Botts, Bowdon, Boydon, Brady, 
Buckner, Burt, Budler, Cabell, Canby, Cathcart, Chapman, 


Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Don- 
nell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, 
Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Faran, 
Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, Fisher,Freedley, French, Ful- 


ton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Green, Gregory, | 


Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, N. K. Hall, Moses Hampton, 
Harris, Haskell, Henley, Henry, Hilliard, Join W. Houston, 


gersoll, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, John 


rence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, McClelland, 
Melivaine, MeKay, McLane, Mann, Marsh, M 

head, Morris, Mallin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Ouvaw, Pendle- 
ton, Peyton, Phelps, Preston, Putaam, Reynolds, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, 
Root, Rumsey, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Simpson, Sims, 
Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, 
Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, 


Strong, Silvester, Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, Taylor, Thomas, 


| 9th, 1846. 
| couuties, for same object, heretofore presented January 2cth, 


which motion he withdrew befOre a decision on 


‘The question was then put on agreeing to the || 
resolution, and it was decided by yeas and nays in | 


' a number of citizens of 
| for the equalization of the rates of postage. 


Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Cocke, Coilamer, Conger, | 


Hubbard, Hudson, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jose a~ In- | 
. Jones, | 
Kellogg, T. B. King, Daniel P. King, Lahm, Win. T. law- | ; 
| 69 others, citizens of Lowell, 
arvin, More- | 


county, praying for the repeal of so much of the post office 


laws as prohibit newspapers from being carried to all post 
othees within the counties in which they are published. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The memorial of 
Lewis Roberts, praying Congress to grant him pay for ser- 
vices rendered during the last war with Great Britain as ur- 
tifieer. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petitions of 8. Benedict and 2% 
others; of the Green Plain Quarterly Meeting of Priends; 


| of J. M. Newcomb aud 20 others; of D. A. Gould and 2} 


others, all citizens of Ohio, against the Mexican war. Also, 
of Joseph A. Dougdale and 39 others, citizens of Ohio; of 
Charles G. Adains and 26 other citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to take measures to separate the Fedecai 


| Government from the support of slavery. 


By. Mr. TWEEDY: ‘The petition in behalf of Thomas 
A. Boyd and others, legal representatives of Colonel George 
Boyd, deceased, late sub Indian agent at Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, praying for the just setilement of his accounts, 
Also, the petition of citizens of Racine, for a road from that 


| place to the seat of government of Wisconsin ; and another 


petition for an appropriation for a road from that place to 
Jonesviile, heretofore presented, January 22d, 1845; and 


three other petitions from citizens of Racine, Burlington, 
' and Delavan, for an appropriation for roads from Racine to 
| Beloit, heretofore presented March, 1846. Also, the petition 
| of citizens of Wisconsin, for an appropriation on the road 
| from Milwaukie to Green Bay, heretofore presented January 


Gth, 1846; another for the same object, presented January 
Also, the petition of citizens of Brown and other 


1846. Also, the petition of citizens of Milwaukie, tor appro- 


| priations on certain roads, heretofore presented January 
| 28th, 1845. 


Also, nine petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, 
for an appropriation for a road from Milwaukie to Fond du 
Lac, heretofore presented January 20th and 3ist, 146. 
Also, the memorial of the Legislative Assembly 0! Wiscon- 
sin, praying for the construction of a road from the Falls of 
St. Croix to La Pointe, on Lake Superior, heretofore pre- 
sented March 31st, 1845. Also, a like memorial for a road 
from Prairie du Chien to La Pointe, heretofore presented 
April 7, 1246. Also, the petition of citizens of Wisconsin 
for an appropriation for the sane object, heretofore presentec 
March 9, 1846. 

By Mr. 8S. D. HUBBARD: The petition of the inbabitants 
of Derby, in the State of Connecticut, asking an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the harbor, 

By Mr. N. K. HALL: The petition of Bersheba McPan- 
iel, arevolutionary pensioner, praying for a continuance of 


| her pension. Also, the petition of Dolly Tracy, widow of 


Solomon Tracy, a soldier of the Revolution, praying for @ 


pension. he mS : 
By Mr. DUER: The petition of citizens of the United 


r i . | 8 »sidi the northern lakes and river St. Law- 
Mr. WICK moved that the House adjourn. | (Xs X iding on the 


rence, praying an allowance ofa drawback of the duty paid 


| on Canadian wheat, upon its exportation after having been 


manufactured into flour in this country. 
By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of H. Kilheffer and 
other citizens of Summit and Medina counties, Ohio, fora 


| tri-weekly mail-route from Hudson to Brunswick, in Medina 
; county. 


Mr-D UNCAN, of Ohio, moved that the memorial of John 
Ambrozine, praying to surrender the bounty land to him pat- 
ented, be taken from the files of the House,and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
1 unterdon county, Pennsylvania, 


By Mr. ROCKHILL: The petition of Lemuel Robinett, 
praying an extension of his pension, on account of his disa- 
bility resulting from wags and injuries received during the . 
war of 1812, while in service of the United States. 

By Mr. STROHM: A memorial of the Calin Quarterly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, in Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to adopt measures 


| for the immediate extinction of slavery and the abolition of 
\| the slave-trade in the District of Columbia and the Terri- 


tories of the United States; and also to abolish the slave- 
trade between the States. : 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Waldo and Fisher, and 
Massachusetis, protesting 
— any alteration in the act of Congress passed July 4, 
1836, a defendants of any rights now enjoy. 

By Mr. BUTLER: Reahons a5 aeneee pan 
asking Co to a law that a ar newspa 
may C cattied In ec United States halle free of postage 
within the county where printed, and to any distance not 
over thirty miles out of the county where printed. Also, the 
petition of Isaac Porter, asking Congress to redeem $276 of 








1848. 











O a ntal money, according to the resolutions of Congress 
ke? . ontinemich the pi was issued ; said money having been 
z veceived by petitioner’s father for medical services rendered 
- during the war of the Revolution. 
ill, 
er, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.* 
Wepnespay, January 5, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. Joun P. Gates, a Representative from the 

: State of Kentucky, appeared this da , was sworn 
re- | = to support the Constitution of the United States, 

© and took his seat in the House. 
= 4 MR. SLIDELL’S INSTRUCTIONS, ETC. 
ow 7 Mr. VENABLE rose to a privileged question. 
hip ' He moved the reconsideration of the vote of yes- 

: terday on the resolution of the gentleman from 
| =“ Virginia, [Mr. Gocern,] calling on the President | 
| of © = of the United States for information. He had | 
ors " — yoted for the resolution under the operation of the 


sail | previous question, by which all amendments were 
ne Y F 


ith » excluded. 


ice 









| ment of the President, it be not inconsistent with | crs gatas cumbrous ets a ee 
_ is es ; : g at he 2e ticipated by some who 
the public intengat. ae bin ans gonivemhanly wares abe ‘ thie inetituticn. "yaaa was a long 
‘ 7 the diffe rE Cae ese See tee Py | report en anied by many documents, and this 
al © the different departments of this Government to- | i — TT * z : co eae as eee 
o "wards each other seems to have been overlooked a2 gy pes itr he ASSET 5 4 
. = this instance; and he felt it duc to himself, as pected they would have a propositidn soon to print 
- 5 Boe ee Fuad elation 2 an extra number. It was true the law establish- 
ds 5 > well as to this House, to make continual claim in || ° ste divestnnti si Mak ehics Yin Rustenda alehuldl 
2 : a air +r of intercourse. It || Mg this institution provides thai the Regents shoulc 
favor of ap Masiralin A manwer of Inver make a report to the House; but before this report 
a "was certainly true that the amenities and courte- || ™4 Pee ae a oh, ae " 
| a a . s ; : was printed, before an order to print was made, 
lia F sies of life, if not a constituent part, were very : ; ; ia 
} Me . the committee on the Smithsonian Institution 
‘val ' ornamental attendants upon moral excellence. | blished i , eaakh 
he wh. te ai trol ought to be established, and ought to report to the 
ues ay Tht Can eee ee ee eee House the propriety of having this report and the 
ze » theaction of the President. It was the false po- ediedatnats sb ap i Aer hea I 
yis- | sition occupied by this House in relation to the p eo it ent be akin om. nee 
ts, | __ proprieties of intercourse with the Executive which crnape i aug . a. A atte 
hat = §6\e wished to remed He believed that he spoke from the beginning had Ea this institution, 
her : oe ae ae y. a ‘on in this || that he had some personal dislike to those connect- | 
to ' forall the friends of the Administration in this d with | he i ' aa Tenaga 
bc oe . ll desi the informa- || © with it, or that he was opera ed upon from ome 
2 House, whan fe salt Cons sft Serie Se ¢ other unworthy consideration, that produced his | 
on, © tion called for to be communicated; but none, he fe unwormy © : ?, p ‘ art 
» to ‘shed to d f h t. || Opposition to it. He availed himself of this occa- 
-_ | trusted, wale sateen? SPperk teu sn epee. sion to disavow anything of this kind. He want- | 
pad | ful and courteous mode of communication which d this saieaitaie” eatubiiahie® a cniheanl “aber | 
ary ' he believed had at all former times been practised, || ©. we aun te teed : y | 
ay d to which this resolution presented a solitary || thing connected with this institution referred to | 
her : steeple. . P Y this committee. Let that committee report the 
‘th, : ate : . . ir investigati this House. 
0. Mr. ASHMUN moved to lay the motion to re- result of their investigation to this Hou 
aby : : : : ided But while he was upon the floor, there were | 
ary consider on the table; which motion was decide : a hay sae | 
sin , ; . some other things to which he would advert, for it | 
iy in the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 87. ae eae : hae net bine 
du Mr. SAWYER rose to a privileged question. || W@S very difficult for him to get the floor oon on | 
mm. ae be: . a ; iv j ior of making | 
on- He moved (he said) a reconsideration of the vote || ®"y S!ven subject. He had had the hono eee II 
s of by which the resolution of Mr. Asumun was || 2 few remarks the other day upon the resolution Hl j 
wre- } " : vo6, he providing for the establishment of a committee || 
adopted, instructing the Committee on the Post . ssiktcvest Wiad lection: tin’ Wale 
oad . oss . upon the Smithsonian Institution; but before he ha 
we Office sind Set Boers te spare lity Sse expedt- concluded his remarks the House adjourned, and | 
2 ney Of leet Cenmen tan tame Saeen weeere 36 OLB the resolution had laid over from that day "The | 
tet inal for individuals or companies to carry mail cat ; : 
; ‘ - ne could | 
matter out of the mail, There waa more in the || Whole thing was left in the fog, and no o 
nts : tell when it would be reached again. 
- resoluhidiie A. hOMEnhs EAE Hest NS BES. He had no personal hostility to this institution. | 
After some conversation between Mr. Sawyer a y : 
: : He appreciated and approved the design of the 
an- and the Speaker, the motion was ruled out of ; ; : j 
e of dea it d that the resolution had || donor. He thought the motives and intentions o 
v of as bake ainateh ere RT ee Mr. Smithson were good; but this thing had re- 
28 . ; ; ; . he. 
Mr. S. then said, he should take some occasion || °¢!Ved an improper direction, and was already be 
ited to express his views on this subject ginning, as he had remarked, to result in a large 
nw <P - ; a annual expenditure to this Government, and Con- 
raid The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- gress were called upon to appropriate sum after 
cen lowing communication from the President of the || Sum for printing and for other expenses in getting 
and United States, viz : up this institution, which was to result in no good 
ra Wasuincrton, January 4, 1848. to the Government or the country. What good 
” To the House of Representatives of the United States: could result from this institution, with its peculiar 
ohn ‘ I communicate herewith a report of the Secre- || organization? Why, it would have been much 
fm TI in Zddhion to's toport aide on'ane Sh of Fetes || intentiona sind motives of the min's Heart, bed he 
In addition to a report made on the of Febru- : ; . 
n of ary, 1847, in denen to a resolution of the House || bequeathed this sum to the United States to be ex- 
nia, of Representatives of the 1st of that month, re- || pended in erecting school houses of some descri 
—— the President to communicate to the || tion in this District, and in the districts through- 
» ouse of Representatives all the correspondence || out the country, in which the — a of 
the . with General Taylor since the commencement of || the country could be educated. It wou “7 
hostilities with Mexico, which*has not yet been || been diffusing knowledge among men more ms - 
rly published, and the publication of which may not || ably, more in accordance with the design aie 
me e deemed detrimental to the public service ; also, || donor. But woes good has this institution done, 
1 of the correspondence of the Quartermaster General || as now organized ' ee 
rri- in relation to transportation for General Taylor’s Mr. BOTTS here rose to a —_— of on — 
ve- army; also, the reports of Brigadier Generals Ha- and called for the special were = e ays" wn z 
und mer and Quitman of the operations of their respect- || Jot resolution concerning the transpo on 0 
ing ive brigades on the 2st of tember, 1846. the mail from Washington south, which had been 
y 4, JAMES K. POLK. made the special order for this day, at one o’clock. 
a Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, THE GREAT SOUTHERN MAIL. 
vers and ordered to be printed. The House then resolved ney ne cone 
age ; of the Whole, (Mr. Smirn, of Indiana, in 
not * For greater convenience and in the publication . : * 
the of this work, hereafter the of the House or || Chair,) and oon to the consideration of the 
6 of Senate will be first inserted, as they may be received by us. || said special order. 





His purpose at present was to move a | 
. reconsideration, with a view to insert, after the re- | 
kill | — quest for information, the words, ‘* if, in the judg- | 
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|| The SPEAKER also presented a communica- 
|| tion from the Secretary of War transmitting a 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions, with a 
list of pension claims rejected during the past year; 
and a communication from the Treasurer of the 
United States, transmitting copies of accounts of 
receipts and disbursements for the Post Office 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1847. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
report from the Regents of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, showing the operations, expenditures, and 
condition of that Institution for the past year. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, moved to lay 
the report on the table, and that it be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessce, called for a divi- 
sion of the question, so as to take the question sep- 
arately on each branch of the motion. 

The question was divided accordingly, and the 
report was ordered to be laid on the table. The 
question then recurring on the motion to print— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, opposed the 
printing at present. The House saw, in the pro- 
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| of this subject he had endeavored te bring to it as 
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The joint resolution was read as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of .Imerica in Congress assembled, That the 
Postmaster General be, and he is bereby, authorized and di- 
rected to make engagements with the Richmond, Freder 
icksburg, and Potomac Railroad and Steamboat Company, 
for the transportation of the great northern and southern 
mail between the city oy Washington and the city of Rich- 
mond ; and that he pay for said transportation the highest 
price now paid by the Post Office Department for tansport- 
ing the mail once per day on any other railroad and steam 
boat route in the United States, and no more; and that the 
said Postmaster General be authorized to allow to the con- 
tractors, under the recent arrangement, such an equivalent 
as, in his judgment, shall be fair and equitable for the routes 
hereby dispensed with. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the resolution, by striking out all after the word 
‘‘more,’’ in the 11th line, and inserting— 


“ Provided, That in making such contract or engagement 
with the Postmaster General, the said Richmond, Freder- 
icksburg, and Potomac Railroad and Steamboat Company 
shall agree and engage with the Postmaster General to pay 
to the Post Office Department such amount or sum of money 
as, in his judgment, shall be a fair and equitable equivalent 
to the contractors for transporting the mail from Baltimore 
to Petersburg and Richmond on the bay line, and to the con- 
tractors from Washington to Richmond under the recent 
arrangement, as will indemnify said contractors by reason 
of the discontinuance of the said routes hereby dispensed 
with.” 


Mr. BOTTS proceeded to address the committee, 
He said, if he could approach the consideration of 
this question without having to encounter precon- 
ceived impressions, based, as he believed, upou a 
misapprehension of the merits of the question, he 
ae enter upon it with no doubt at all as to the 
result to which this committee and this House 
would come, But he was aware that he had the 
very difficult task to perform of first removing erro- 
neous impressions, and then of substitutiig other 
impressions in their stead. As he said afew days 
ago, it was not to be wondered at that gentlemen 
on the other side of the House should have adopt- 
ed the sentiments by which they appeared to be 
influenced, when they were aaa only by the 
reports, letters, and documents emanating from the 
Post Office Department on this subject. An at- 
tempt had been made through some of the public 
prints to give to this question a party and a politi- 
cal character; and it had been said that this was an 
attempt—on his (Mr. B.’s) part he presumed, and 
not on the part of the committee by which this 
subject had been reported upon—to attack the Ad- 
ministration through the Post Office Department. 
Now, he was particularly desirous to disabuse the 
minds of the members of this House on that sub- 
ject. When he wanted to attack this Administra- 
tion he should march in a more direct line than 
that which the Post Office Department sometimes 
pursued. He should not imitate the example of 
the worthy Postmaster General, and take so circuit- 
ous a route to accomplish his purpose. But no, 
he had no political object to accomplish. He had 
neither personal nor political considerations influ- 
encing his course on this question. And why 
should there be? This was a contest between two 
companies, in each of which he had both personal 
and political friends—mer that he would be as 
willing and anxious to serve—men whom it was 
his duty to serve, as much of one company as the 
other. But he had no such motives influencing 
him on this question. He had looked alone at his 
duty to the people—not only of that district, but of 
a very large portion of the entire country; and he 
must be permitted to say, that in his examination 


much impartiality as it was possible todo. This, 
he might add, was one of the very few questions 
that he had ever known brought before this 
House for its consideration to which there were 
not two sides. To this question it appeared to 
him there was but one side. The truth of the 
matter was precisely this: The great difficulty 
under which the country is laboring, from New 
Orleans to Maine, was the result of a personal 
| difference—a personal squabble between the Post- 
| master General and the President of a railroad com- 
pany; and he would not undertake t. say which 
of the two gentlemen had proved himself the more 
obstinate of the two. He meant to make no alle- 
ation or charge against the head of the Post Office 
partment. He believed that gentleman, in his 
construction of the law, was honest and sincere; 
but he believed the differences had degenerated into 
personal pride and obstinacy; and unless these 
personal difficulties could be settled, the country 
was asked to submit to this intolerable grievance 
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for three years and a half, to accommodate the 
obstinacy of these parties. He said this, because, 
in a conversation which he had had with the Post- 
master General some time ago, that gentleman 
frankly admitted, that if this was an original ques- 
tion, he would put the construction upon it that he 
(Mr. B.) gave to it. It was said that a different 
construction had been put on the law by some of 
the Postmaster General’s predecessors, and it was 
therefore supposed that Congress had legislated on 
it. Permit him, however, to say, that from the 
time of the construction of the railroad to Rich- 
mond from Aquia creek, the great southern and 
northern mail had been transported on that road 
until within the last few weeks. That line was 
direct and certain, The performance of the service 
undertaken by that company had been of such a 
character, as was shown by the correspondence 
between the railroad company and the Post Office 
Department, as to give entire satisfaction to the 
department. The company had never been sub- 
jected to a fine for the loss of a mail in a single 
instance. That fact was stated by the company, 
and it had not been denied. They had had the 
mails carried, not merely from this city to Rich. 
mond, but the mail of the North had been carried 
through to Richmond and Petersburg in eight or 
nine hours every day, with certainty and despatch. 
But now what was the state of things? Why, the 
mail starts from Richmond, goes down the James 
river one hundred and fifty or one hundred and 
sixty miles, it comes up the Chesapeake bay two 
hundred miles to Baltimore, and it then came back 
a distance of forty miles to Washington, before 
they could obtain their letters. How many lost 
mails there had been since this arrangement had 
been entered into, he could not undertake to say. 
Other members on this floor had as much informa- 
tion on this subject as he had, for many of them 
received more mail matter than he did. Of one 
thing those gentlemen would bear witness, that 
sometimes there were two, three, four, and even 
five mails due at one time; and was this a grievance 
that ought to be remedied or not? If the law does 
not authorize the Postmaster General to contract 
fur carrying this mail by this direct and certain 
route, he ought to be empowered to do it by Con- 
gress. 
3.’s) judgmentto authorize the Postmaster General 
to do this. ‘The authority already exists, and all 
he should ask of the House was, that it should 
require the Postmaster General to execute the law 
as it stands on the statute book. He supposed all 
the House could require at his hands was, that he 
should show that the Postmaster General was au- 
thorized to contract with this company; and, in 
the second place, that, being so authorized, it was 
proper he should exercise his authority. If he es- 
tablished these two points, he presumed he should 
have established sufficient to settle the judgment of 
the House. But he would go beyond that point, 
and he would show that the law not only autho- 
rized the Postmaster General to make this con- 
tract, but, according to both the letter and the spirit 
of the statute, by a very fair interpretation, the 
Postmaster General was actually required to do it, 
and he violates the law if he does notdo it. Now, 
what isthe law? By an actapproved January 25, 
1839, it was enacted— 

© That the Postmaster General shall not, by virtue of the 
authority vested in him by the second section of the act en- 
titled » An act to establish certain post-routes and discon- 
tinue others,’ approved 7th July, 1838, allow more than three 
hundred dollars per mile per annum to any railroad com- 


pany in the United States for the conveyance of one or more 
daily mails upon their road,’’ 


Thus far, then, it seemed that the Postmaster 
General was authorized to allow three hundred 
dollars per mile per annum for the conveyance of 
one or more daily mails. He had so much dis- 
cretion allowed to him, but he was not to allow 
more than three hundred dollars per mile. There 
was, however, a proviso, which he would read to 
the House. It was as follows: 

*‘ Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
coustrued so as in any way to remove or impair the limita- 


tions upon the power of the Postmaster General imposed by 
that section.” 


This proviso, then, does nothing more than con- | 


tinue in force the second section, which he would 
now read: 


Sec, 2. nd be it further enacted, That each and every 
raiiroad within the limits of the United States which now 
is or hereafter may be completed, shall be a post-route, and 
tne Postunaster General shall cause the mail to be transport- 
ed thereon: Provided, He can have it done on reasonable 


But no legislation was needed in his (Mr. | 
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| per mile per annum. 


was $300. 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


terms, and not pay therefor, in any instance, more than 
twenty-five per centum over and above what similar trans- 
portation would cost in post coaches.” 


Now, put these two sections together, and to 
| what do they amount? That the Postmaster Gen- 


eral is authorized to contract with this company 
for the transportation of the mail, provided he does 


| not pay more than 25 per cent. more than the same | 
| transportation can be done for by post-coaches, || 


and that he does not pay more than $300 per mile 


| perannum. Well, but the Postmaster General told | 
them, in his report, that he has offered the maxi- | 


mum compensation allowed by law, viz: $237 50 
I y ’ 


committee to determine what * similar transporta- 


| tion” means. Brought up, as he was, a very plain | 
| man, he looked altogether at facts, and not ab- 


stractions, that he might arrive at practical results, 
and endeavor to give a true construction to what 


| was presented to him to decide upon, without ex- | 
| ercising any extraordinary ingenuity to come at 
| wrong conclusions. 
| words * similar transportation’? meant this and | 
nothing more—the transportation of thé same mail. 
Well, over and above the amount for which the | 


To him it appeared that the 


same mail could be transported by post-coaches, 


| the Postmaster General was authorized to pay the 
| railroad company 25 per cent. 
reasonable construction ? 


Was not that a 
If it did not mean that, 
what did it mean? The letter and spirit of the 
law authorized the Postmaster General to pay 25 


| per cent. more than would be required to transport 
| the same mail by post-coaches, for the greater cer- 
tainty and despatch of railroad transportation. | 
| Such, however, was not the construction of the 
| Postmaster General. 


instead of ascertaining what it would cost to 
transport that particular mail in post-coaches over 
that road, which was the very worst—he knew it, 
because he was born almost in the centre of the 
route, between this point and the town of Freder- 


icksburg; every gentleman who had travelled over it | 
also knew that it was the worst road in the United | 
States—instead, he repeated, of ascertaining what 


it would cost to carry the mail over that route in 


Eee ee only the worst road, but the || 


argest mail in the United States—the Postmaster 


General goes to the national road, to the great | 
| Cumberland road, the very best in the United | 


States, and ascertained that the mail was carried 


| over that road for about one hundred and ninety 
dollars per mile, to which he adds twenty-five per | 


cent. The Postmaster General reduced moun- 


tains to a plain, and quagmires to a national turn- || 
pike, and made no difference between them. On | 


such premises he had based his calculation, and 


| offered a sum which he conceived was a fair aver- 


age. No matter what might be their condition, 
they had all to adapt themselves to the Postmaster 


General’s Procrusiean bed; for he would allow no | 


more than twenty-five per cent. over and above 
the sum that was paid on the great national road. 


In this, he believed, the Postmaster General was || 


in error. To him it was clear that, so long as the 
Postmaster General could obtain this service over 
this route at twenty-five per cent. increase on the 
amount required for such service in post-coaches, 
if that amount did not exceed $300 per mile per 
annum, he was bound to continue the contract 
with this railroad. 


And how was it to be ascertained? That per- 
haps was the next question that presented itself to 
the committee. How was the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to ascertain for what amount the mail could be 
carried over the road? He could only say that this 
company had proposed to carry the mail and per- 
form the entire service required for less than it 
could be done for by any other route whatever. 
The Postmaster General pays now for the trans- 

ortation of the way mail exclusively from Wash- 
ington to Richmond the sum of $13,000; and in 
answer to an inquiry from him, the Postmaster 
General admitted that the difference between the 
way mail and the great northern and southern 
mail was, that the latter was five or six times larger 
than the former. He (Mr. B.) supposed it to be 
ten times larger; but he was willing to take the 
Postmaster General’s lowest statement. If, then, 


i But was there anything | 
| found in the law of such a sum as $237 50? No; 
| butthey found the maximum mentioned, and that 
How, then, did they suppose, did the | 
| Postmaster General arrive at this maximum of 
| $237 50? The whole difficulty grew out of the 

words ‘* similar transportation,” and it was for the 


Jan. 5, 
{} — a - - 
| the way mail was worth $13,000 for its transmis. 
| Sion in twenty-three hours, how much more yas 
| It worth to transport that mail, together with five 
| times more mail matter, in nine hours? Gentlemen 
would perhaps answer that question for themse| yes. 
but he begged to state that the railroad compar a 
_ had offered to do that service for very little oye 
|| than double the amount that was paid for th, 
| transportation of the way mail alone. To this the 
| Postmaster General had not agreed; and now the 
Post Office Department was paying more for the cir. 
| cuitous, difficult, and uncertain route, than was re. 
quired for a route that was expeditious and certain, 


But it was said that this was extortion. It was 


\ asserted that the company was claiming something 


| that was not right. e would submit to the cood 
|| sense of this committee if it were not ridiculous— 
he did not use the term in an offensive sense—to 
talk of extortion when the whole matter in contro. 
versy was but about the sum of $2,700? What 
, extortion could there be in that? This railroad 
company was a private corporation. It was built 
up by the enterprise of our people at a cost of a 
| million and a half of dollars, on whose stock, 
| which had never been at par, not six per cent. had 
ever been paid. Was it not the duty of Congress 
| to foster and encourage public and private enter. 
| prise to build up these roads, not merely that the 
mails might be transported with greater despatch, 
but for the transportation of troops and munitions 
| of war when the necessities of the country requir- 
'-ed it?) But what company would do it if the 
| were to be broken down instead of fostered by the 
| National Government, so that they could derive 
no profit from the capital invested in such an ep- 
terprise ? 
| Mr. B. went on to say that he considered this 
| as a very large quarrel about a very insignificant 
| sum of money—a quarrel in which the department 
| ought never to have engaged. 
| But (said Mr. B.) it is further urged that this same 
company did once carry the mail between these 
same points for $237—the sum now offered; they 
| were once very willing to accept of that as an ade- 
| quate compensation; and the Postmaster’s infer- 
ence is, that therefore they ought to be willing to 
take that sum now. It was deemed a fair price 
once, and therefore it is a fair price now. Butl 
say that what might have been a very fair com- 
'| pensation in 1838 is not, necessarily, a fair com- 
| pensation in 1847; a price that was then fair may 
now be very unfair—and for these reasons: In 
the first place, the company have added fifteen 
| miles of railroad to the former route. Do gentle- 
men suppose this cost them nothing, or that the 
|| mail is to have the advantage of passing for fifteen 
| miles more over rails, and that the Government is 
| to pay nothing for the advantage? But, besides this, 
| the mail is now required to be carried in less time 
| and with increased speed; and the company will 
| be under the necessity of incurring very consider- 
_ able cost and inconvenience, purely for the sake of 
| accommodating the department. Then consider the 
increased amount of matter to be carried, in com- 
parison to what was transported in 1838. What 
a vast increase has since then taken place in the 
amount of printed matter circulated through every 
part of the Union, and also of letters. The late 
|| reduction of postage, as everybody knows, has 
| produced a largely increased amount of corre- 
|| spondence; insomuch that, according to the Post- 
'| master General’s own showing from a deficit in 
'| the resources of the department of six or seven 
| hundred thousand dollars, the deficit has now 
| shrunk to about thirty-two thousand; and he tells 
us that he anticipates a surplus by the next year 
of some two hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
dollars. 1 admit that so vast a difference as this 
may have arisen, in part, from the discontinuance 
of some mail routes altogether, and a reduction In 
the amount of others. But still, admitting this, 
the result shows an infinite increase in the amount 
of mailable matter daily transmitted throughowt 
the country. And when we take all these facts 
into view, it does by no means follow, that be- 
cause twenty-nine thousand dollars was once 4 
fair compensation for carrying the mail a given 
distance ona given route, the allowance now of 
thirty-two thousand dollars for carrying it that 
same distance, and by that same route, is nota 
much less price in proportion. 
And now, I ask, what is the Post Office Depart- 
ment actually paying, at this very moment, for 
; : : ; 
carrying the mail from Washington to Petersburg: 
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Mr. B. here read from a memorandum in his 
hand the items making up this amount, but so rap- 
idly and in so low a tone that they could not be 
caught at the reporter’s seat; the aggregate, how- 
ever, was given at $37,477.] Yet at the same time 
he is paying for the transportation of the way-mail 
over the same distance, and $5,800 more was paid 
from Petersburg to Richmond. ‘This last item he 
had taken off, and added instead but $2,200, which 
raised the aggregate to $49,200, leaving a balance 
arainst the department of $2,523 more money paid 
under the new than under the old contract. But 
it seems to me that the Postmaster General rather 
forces his balance-sheet in this case. He takes off 
the $5,800 paid between Petersburg and Richmond. 
3ut does he mean, as a permanent arrangement, 
that there shall be no mail between these two 
ints? As matters now stand, he takes the mail 
from Richmond down to City Point, on the Poto- 
mac, and there it is detained for twenty-four hours; 
incurring this enormous detention merely for the 
sake of discontinuing this little item of five or six 
thousand dollars to carry it direct to Petersburg. 
The mail has to wait there, because one mail goes 
down the river and one goes up, and it must wait 
until the other boat makes herslow way up through 
fogs, and every other cause of delay. He must 
either encounter this detention of twenty-four 
hours, or incur the expense of a new boat; he 
may take either horn of the dilemma, I care not 
which. But I say that such a detention of the 
great southern mail cannpt and will not be sub- 
mitted to much longer. 
But it has been urged again, that this railroad 
company ask more for the same distance than is 














paid to the railroad companies at the North; and | 
for that reason the Postmaster General is not jus- | 


tified in complying with the demand. I answer 
this objection by saying, in the first place, that I 
think the Postmaster General is mistaken in point 
of fact. It is certainly not my intention to raise 
the slightest imputation on his veracity; he asserts, 
no doubt, what he believes to be true; but then 
there is a way of telling what is in itself true, so 
as to convey an impression which is wholly erro- 
neous. I say that die fact is not so; but if it were 
so, ithas nothing to do with the matter. Does 
the Postmaster General, or does anybody else, 
expect that railroad companies at the South must 
necessarily convey freight or passengers or the 
mails at the same rate as companies do at the 
North? One would really suppose that this com- 
any and their road belonged to the Government. 
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tempts to make is wholly unwarranted by law. 
He admits that the mail hence to Richmond is a 
mail of the first class; but then he insists on a de- 
duction for so much of the route as is carried over 
by steamboats. Why? For what good reason? 
The expedition is as great. The cost to the com- 
pany is in some cases greater. In 1842 Congress 
directed the company to keep an iceboat that should 
be able to cut its way when the river was obstruct- 
ed by ice. The company obeyed: it kept an ice- 
boat, as the law required. 
kept two iceboats. I have myself travelled on 
these boats when the ice on the river was three or 
four inches in thickness. 
arbitrary deduction be made in their compensation ? 
The company offered the department to accept of 
the $237 50 per mile, provided no such deduction 
was to be made when the mail was carried by 


, Steamboats; but even this the Postmaster General 


| would not agree to. 


Again, the company asked 
that a fair allowance should be made them for 


| keeping up an establishment of wagons and horses 


and suitable agents for bringing up the mail from 


| the wharf, when it landed, to the General Post 


Office in this city, (a distance of two miles,) but 
this reasonable and just demand meta like rejec- 
tion. Here was ground on which the department 


might have met the company, and none of this 
| dificulty and public loss would have been experi- 


enced. The offer was a reasonable and a fair one, 


| but he would not comply with it. 


As I said in the outset, this dispute has by de- 
grees degenerated into a matter of mere personal 
pride and obstinacy on both sides. Perhaps it is 
not quite in order to state it, but 1 have been in- 
formed that every member of Mr. Polk’s Cabinet 
disagrees with the Postmaster General in the mat- 


ter; and [ understand, further, that a proposal has 


been suggested by one who, if not formally one of 
the Cabinet, is as near to it as a mancan be with- 
out actual admission within the door, (I allude to 
the gentleman who conducts what ig called * the 
organ’”’ in this city,) to submit the whole question 
to the Attorney General of the United States for 
his opinion. But no; the Postmaster General 
would assent to no such thing. Why did he re- 
fuse, if he is so confident that his interpretation of 
the law is right? But more than that: the Attorney 


|General has been called on by a member of the 


Post Office Committee of this House; but he de- 


| clines giving an opinion, unless it is called for by 


t does not belong to the Government; the road is || 


private property, and its proprietors, if they ac- 
commodate either the public or the Govarnment, 
are entitled to a fair profit on the capital invested. 


Northern railroad companies have charters which | 


give them very handsome dividends upon their || 


stock, without reckoning the price of freight at all. | 


But the rights of southern companies are not the 


same; and if freight and transportation are exacted |, 


from them at the same rates, they must stop, or 
do business at aloss. Who is going to keep up 
a railroad at a dead loss for the sake of accommo- 


dating the public or the Postmaster General? I | 
say he pays more now than this company ask. I | 


make that assertion. And to prove it, take for 
example what he pays to the company who carry 
his mail from here to Baltimore. 
$300 per mile for carrying ‘‘ one or more’? daily 


mails. The company run two daily lines, and | 


He allows them | 


| left us but to come to Congress and ask redress of 


carry two daily mails. But does any man suppose | 


they run their second line for the sake of carrying 


a second mail? Who does not know that it is run | 
to accommodate the travel between the two cities? | 


Under ‘their contract the mail which arrives here || 


from the South at five o’clock is carried to Baltimore 


that night; and the other line carries‘a little mail, | 


made up of the letters which have arrived here 
after five in the evening and before five the next 
morning. The Postmaster General chooses thus 
to divide his mail between the two routes, and 
pays for both. This would be all right if the 
second line carried the mail only, or ran for that 
end. when it would not run otherwise; but it is 
notorious it runs for passengers, and so it would 
if there were no mail aboard. But as the line is to 
run at all events, the mail bag is thrown in, with- 
out any additional trouble or expense to the com- 
pany whatever, [tis precisely the same to them 
whether the matter they convey is divided into 
two separate mails or not. 

Another distinction the Postmaster General at- 


i 


| 
| 





the Postmaster General. 

Mr. GOGGIN here explained, that the Attorney 
General had not positively refused, but had said 
that the practice had been not to give law opinions 
unless called on by the head of a department or 
the Postmaster General. 

Well, said Mr. BOTTS, then I will substitute 
the word ‘* declined’? for the word * refused;’’ 
for I really can see no other difference. He did 
not, in fact, give the opinion when we asked him 
for it, but said he would if the Postmaster Gen- 
eral would ask it. 

Under these circumstances, we have no remedy 


this public evil from their hands. And be it here 
remembered, that unless Congress will do what is 
now asked of it, its refusal will, in effect, go to 
break up the revenues of the department alto- 
gether. Can gentlemen expect that the entire 
South of this Union, and all the mercantile sea- 
board, are going to be subjected to such an intol- 
erable grievance as this for three years and a half, 
to gratify the obstinacy of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral? No, sir; they will take relief into their own 
hand; they will establish private expresses, and 
carry their own letters for themselves. Drive 
| them to this, and the whole revenues of your de- 
partment are broken up. More than that: a 
course like this goes directly to encourage the 
substitution of the telegraph. This has been its 
effect already. I get my news from Richmond by 
telegraph, instead of waiting for its circumnaviga- 
| tion by the circuitous route of the James river and 
| the Potomac. 








way to Richmond to spend the holidays at home. 


| I replied to him, in a jocular spirit, that I was 
|| going to Richmond to get my letters, and save the 
|| trouble of sending them round by mail. 


An hon- 
orable Senator Jately told me, that, arriving here 
on a Saturday evening, he came in advance of a 
letter he had written at Richmond on the Tuesday 
previous. Is this to be borne? 





And it did more: it | 


Why, then, should this | 


|| companies between the same two points. 





Mr. B. here went into local geographical details, 
showing how the Richmond mail was carried, and 
the causes of its frequent and great detentions. 
He stated that his Virginia friends assured him 
that they were sometimes without any account of 


gether. 

And now, said Mr. B., I believe I have an- 
swered all the objections I have heard made in 
any quarter to the allowance of the terms de- 
manded by the railroad company. A word or 
two on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 

| from Tennessee, and I have done. 

That gentleman says he is willing to do what I 
ask—(and he thereby admits that the thing is rea- 
sonable and ought to be done)—but on what condi- 
tion? -Why, that the railroad company shall pay 

_ all the damages which may thereby accrue to other 
Sir, he 
| might as well ask me to doit. This railroad com- 
| pany are not bound, as | before said, to carry your 
| mail unless they please; they have a right to de- 
cline your offers, and they have declined. And 
now you say, if you give them what they ask, 
they must pay all the damages that may accrue to 
| everybody else. In my opinion, the case is clear. 
| The companies now holding the contract are en- 
titled to compensation for any loss or inconvenience 
that may accrue to them from a change of arrange- 
ment, however illegal the contract which they hold 
may be. It is notto be supposed that all the railroad 
companies over the country are intimately familiar 
with all the internal arrangements and regulations of 
the Post Office Department. They may enter into 
| contracts for the mail which are not strictly legal; 
still, if these are taken from them, they are justly 


| 

| 

| 

: . 

|| the proceedings of Congress for ten days to- 
{| 

1 





In a late interview with the Post- 
master General, he inquired whether I was on my 


entitled to compensation. It is provided by law 
| that every proposal for a mail contract shall be 
accompanied by a writteu guaranty for its due per- 
formance, and that no proposal shall be considered 
binding unless accompanied with such guaranty; 
but in the present case no such guaranty has been 
given, and therefore, in strictness of law, it is no 
contract. Still, as I said, 1 think the holders of it 
| should be compensated. And I therefore propose 
that the department make to them such an allow- 
| ance as is fair and just. But the gentleman from 
Tennessee proposes to take this allowance out of 
the pocket of the railroad company, and to leave 
| the amount to the discretion of the Postmaster 
General. I shall be surprised if, in that case, the 
| company have not to pay what will be more than 
equal to all the profit they can make out of their 
contract. For there seems to be an antipathy 
against them on the part of the head of the Post 
Office Department, and a little personal pride is 
| become involved in the matter. Party, too, has 
crept in, as if party has anything to do with such 
a thing as this. I conjure gentlemen to look well 
and examine their own motives. ‘There is nothing 
of party in the affair. I invoke the House te do 
what is demanded of them by the whole mercan- 
tile interest of the seaboard, from Richmond to 
Maine. All the boards of trade have sent up the 
most urgent remonstrances, and the whole South 
unites with the North in calling for an abatement 
| of this great nuisance. I ask gentlemen to dis- 
charge a great and obvious duty to the country. 
I ask them to relieve the Postmaster General from 
his supposed difficulty. I desire not to be misun- 
derstood. I am asking for nothing like a vote of 
censure upon that officer. No such thing is in- 
tended or desired; but I merely ask that that which 
the whole population of the seaboard of the entire 
Union agree in believing to be the fair and true in- 
terpretation of the law may be forthwith carried 
into effect. } 
Mr. LINCOLN said that he had made an effort 
some few days since to obtain the floor in relation 
to this measure, but had failed. One of the ob- 
jects he had then uad in view was now in a greet 
measure su ded by what had fallen from the 
gentleman from Virginia who had just taken his 
seat. He to assure his friends on the other 
side of the House, that no assault whatever was 
meant upon the Postmaster General; and he was 
glad that what the gentleman had now said, modi- 
fied to a great extent the impression which might 





have been created by the language he had used on 
a previous occasion. He wanted to state to gen- 
tlemen who might have entertained such impres- 
sions, that the Committee on the Post Office was 
composed of five Whigs and four Democrats, and 
their report was understood as sustaining, not im- 
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pugning, the position taken by the Postmaster 
General. That report had met with the approba- 
tion of all the Whigs and of all the Democrats 
also, with the exception of one, and he wanted to 
go even further thanthis. [Intimations were here 
informally given to Mr. L. that it was not in order 
to mention on the floor what had taken place in 
committee.] He then observed that if he had been 
out of order in what he had said, he took it all 
back, [a laugh,} so far as he could. He had no 
desire, he could assure gentlemen, ever to be out 
of order—though he never could keep long in 
order. 

Mr. L. went on to observe, that he differed in 
opinion, in the present case, from his honorable 
friend from Richmond, [Mr. Borrs.] That gen- 
tleman had begun his remarks by saying that if all 
prepossessions in this matter could be removad out 
of the way, but little difficulty would be expe- 
rienced in coming to an agreement. Now, he 
could assure that gentleman that he had himself 
begun the examination of this subject with prepos- 
sessions all in his favor. He had long and often 
heard of him, and, from what he had heard, was 


prepossessed in his favor. Of the Postmaster Gen- | 


eral he had also heard, but had no prepossessions 
in his favor, though certainly none of an opposite 
kind. He differed, however, from that gentleman 
in polities, while in this respect he agreed with the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Borrs,| whom he 
wished to oblige whenever it was in his power. 
‘That gentleman had referred to the report made to 
the House by the Postmaster General, and had 
intimated an apprehension that gentlemen would 
be disposed to rely on that report alone, and derive 
their views of the case from that document alone 
Now, it so happened that a pamphlet had been 
slipped into his (Mr. L.’s) hand before he read 
the report of the Postmaster General; so that, even 
in this, he had begun with prepossessions in favor 
of the gentleman from Virginia. 

As to the report, he had but one remark to make: 
he had carefully examined it, and he did not un- 
derstand that there was any dispute as to the facts 
therein stated: the dispute, if he understood it, 
was confined altogether to the inferences to be 
drawn from those facts. It was a difference not 
about facts, butabout conclusions. The facts were 
not disputed. If he was right in this, he supposed 
the House might assume the facts to be as they 
were stated, and thence proceed to draw their own 
conclusions. 

‘The gentleman had said that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had got into a personal squabble with the rail- 
road company. Of this, Mr. L. knew nothing; 
nor did he need or desire to know anything, be- 
cause it had nothing whatever to do with a just 
conclusion from the premises. But the gentleman 
had gone on to ask whether so great a grievance 
as the present detention of the southern mail ought 
not to be remedied? Mr. L. would assure the 
gentleman that if there was a proper way of doing 
it, nO Man Was More anxious than he that it should 
be done. The report made by the committee had 
been intended to yield much for the sake of re- 
moving that grievance. That the grievance was 
very great, there was no dispute in any quarter. 
He supposed the statements made by the gentle- 
man from Virginia to show this were all entirely 
correct in point of fact. He did suppose that the 
interruptions of regular intercourse, and all the 
other inconveniences growing out of it, were all as 
that gentleman had stated them to be; and cer- 
tainly, if redress could be rendered, it was proper 
it should be rendered as soon as possible. The 
gentleman said that, in order to effect this, no new 
levislative action was needed: all that was neces- 
sary was, that the Postmaster General should be 
required to do what the law, as it stood, authorized 
and required him to do. 

We come, then, said Mr. L., to the law. 
the Postmaster General says that he cannot give to 
this company over $237 50 per railroad mile of 
transportation, and 12} per cent. less for trans- 
portation by steamboats. He considers himself 
as restricted by law to this amount; and he says, 
further, that he would not give more if he could, 
because, in his apprehension, it would not be fair 
and just. 


Now | 


i 


Mr. LINCOLN proceeded. I had the impres- 
sion that the service rendered under the present 
contract cost the Government more than if the 
mail were carried by the railroad company, in con- 
sequence of its passing over a longer route. Un- 
derstanding this, my view of the question remains 
unchanged. 

And now as to the law: Iam not disposed to 
diseuss it at any very great length; for, as the ap- 
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peal is here to the law-making power, which can | 


alter the law whenever a modification is required, 
there does not seem any necessity of very nicel 
discussing what it is as it now stands. [f it shall 
be clearly shown what naked justice requires, it 
will be easy to make the law conform to that re- 
quirement. But let us look at it as it stands. 
There are three laws which have a bearing on 
this question: the first authorizes the Postmaster 


General to give to a contractor 25 per cent. more || 


for the transportation of the mail over railroads 


than for similar transportation in mail-coaches; | 


another law says that the Postmaster General shall 
not allow more than $300 per mile for daily trans- 
portation, provided that his contract does not con- 
flict with the provisions of the law first referred to. 
Then there is a third law which directs the Post- 


master General to classify the sorts of service ren- 
dered 


roads; he graduated the compensation for this ata 
point midway between that by railroad and that by 


mail-coaches. ‘The difference between railroad and || 
coach being but 25 per cent., he placed the price || 
for steamboat transportation at 12) per cent. above | 


the one and below the other. 1 do not understand 
that this construction of the law by the Postmaster 
General is held in any quarter to be wrong. 
fact that the law allows him to pay $300 for daily 
transportation and for more frequent than daily, 


has been alluded to; but, as 1 understand, the po- 


sition is not taken that he is authorized to allow 
this company $300 per mile. 
ceed to examine it. All must admit thatall the laws 
on the subject are extremely. loose and general in 
their language; that they admit of different con- 
structions; and that no one construction that can 
be given them leaves the mind entirely satisfied. 
The law allows $300 to be paid for transporting 
the mail daily or oftener, thereby fixing the com- 
pensation for one transportation and for two at the 
same amount. 
the law is not very definite in its provisions, and 
in fact it is hardly possible to put an equitable con- 
struction upon it. It refers to a prior law, and 
says itis not to be construed so as to interfere 
with it. 

From the whole of what the gentleman from 
Virginia has said, l understand his sense of the 
matter to be, that we are in this case to be govern- 
ed by the old law. Now, | ask the lawyers in this 
House (I suppose there are some) [a laugh] 
whether iam not right when 1 say, that where a 
law has been passed in terms so general as to re- 
_— a construction to be put upon it, (and this is 
the case with most laws,) and constructions of its 
provisions are accordingly given, and a second law 
is afterwards passed referring to the first, this sec- 
ond law is held to recognize and to confirm the 
constructions put upon that first passed? If this 
is so, then I say that the Postmaster General was 
not wrong when he insisted that the latter law, 
when it referred to the former, meant to refer to it 
as construed ; in which case the construction seems 
to be confirmed and strengthened by the last 
passed, 

But, looking only to the original construction 


_ itself of the old law, the gentleman from Virginia 
says that Mr. Kendall’s construction of the terms 


‘*similar transportation by mail coaches,’’? was 
wrong, and that he ought to have construed it to 
mean transportation of the same mail not only, 
but by the same route. But, now, suppose there 


| was no mail-coach transportation on that route, 


Mr. HILLIARD here wished to be set right in | 


his apprehension of the facts of the case, and he 
made some inquiry not distinctly heard across the 


| per mile, 


Hall; and, after a brief conversation, expressing | 


himself satisfied, resumed his seat. 


il 


what must his construction be in thatcase? What 
did the present Postmaster General in* fact do? 
He took the most expensive mail-coach route in 
the nation. He took the prices allowed for coach 
transportation on different portions of that route, 
and averaged them, and then built his construction 
of the law upon thataverage. It came to $190 
He added 25 per cent. to that rate, and 
otlered the result to this railroad company. The 
entieman from Virginia says that this was wrong: 
say it was right. 


This alone is enough to show that | 


It was this which caused him to give less || 
for transportation by steamboats than over rail- | 





The || 





'such apprehensions. 


Jan. 5, 


But the gentleman says he ought to have rec. 
/oned coach transportation on that specific route. 
| Well, if he had done so, he would have added 95 
| per cent. upon $5,000, and no more; for the Pog. 


| master General tells us that before he made |\js 


i 


| contract with this railroad company, the sare 
;mail had been carried for between $9,000 and 
$6,000. The company now get $28,000, and are 
| 


not satisfied. Had he taken the same rate they 
where would they have been? If there had been 
a coach line, he would not have gained anything 
by that. For I have inquired at what rate the 
mail could be carried by coaches from Washiny- 
ton to Richmond, and I have heard that the Joy. 
est bid ever made was $28,000. If he had addeq 
| 25 per cent. to that, it would have been more thay 
| the company asks. This fact, and one other item 
that I obtained, are all that 1 had to enable me to 
get at justice in this case. An old gentleman, 
whose very good looks prepossessed me in his fa. 
| vor, and would incline me to believe any statement 
| he should make, told me that he had beena stock. 
holder in the road, and had never got over 5 per 


|| cent. dividend on his stock. The same source of 


| information admitted that since the construction of 
the railroad, mail-coaches had been wholly dis- 
used. It is a bad road, and always has been, and 
the mail could not now be carried over it in coaches 
for three or four times what it might have been, 
| had not the railroad been constructed. 

I think that abundant reasons have been given 
to show that the construction put upon the law by 
the Postmaster General is the right construction, 
and that subsequent acts of Congress have con. 
| firmed it. I have already said that the grievance 
‘complained of ought to be remedied. But itis 
said that the sum of money about which all this 
difficulty has arisen is exceeding small—not more 
than $2,700. I admit it is very small; and if 
nothing else were involved, it would not be worth 





| the dispute. But there is a principle involved; and 
If it is, I shall pro- || 


if we once yield to a wrong principle, that conces- 


|| sion will be the prolific source of endless mischief, 


It is for this reason, and not for the sake of saving 
$2,700, that Lam unwilling to yield what is de- 
manded. If I had no apprehensions that the ghost 
of this yielding would rise and appear in various 
distant places, I would say, pay the money, and 
let us have no more fuss about it. But I have 
I do believe, that if we 

ield this, our act will be the source of other 
claims equally unjust, and therefore I cannot vote 
to mak > the allowance. 

And now, I suppose, I may, without being out 
| of order, tell what I was willing, in committee, to 
yield for the sake of removing: this evil. I was 
willing to give as damages what the department 
would have to pay the Bay Company for breach 
of contract, be it $2,700, or whatever amount. Be 
it what it might, it would be so much money gone; 
it would never rise again. 





Mr. L. insisted that the true and great point to 
which the attention of this House or the committee 
should be directed was, what is a just compensa- 
tion? Inasmuch as this railroad and steamboat 
company could afford greater facilities than any 
other line, the service ought to be done upon this 
route; but it ought to be done — just and fair 

rinciples. If it could not be done at what had 
foes offered, let it be shown that a greater amount 
was just. But, until it was shown, he was op- 
posed to increasing it. He had seen many things 
in-the report of the Postmaster General and else- 
where that stood out against the river route. Now, 
| the daily steamboat transportation between Troy 
'and New York was performed for less than one 
hundred dollars per mile. This company was dis- 
satisfied with two hundred and twelve or two hun- 
dred and thirteen dollars per mile. It had not 
been shown, and he thought it could not be shown 
to them why this company was entitled to more, 
or so much more, than the other received. It was 
true, they had to encounter the ice, but was there 
not more ice further north? There might possibly 
be shown some reason why the Virginia line 
should have more; but was there any reason why 
they should have so much more? Again, the price 
paid between Cincinnati and Louisville for daily 
transportation was not two hundred and thirteen 
doliars per mile, or one hundred dollars, or fifty; 
it was less than twenty-eight dollars per mile. 
Now, he did not insist that there might not be 
some peculiar reasons connected with this route 
between this city and Richmond that entitled it to 
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more than was paid on the routes between Cincin- 
nati and Louisville, and Troy and New York. 
But, if there were reasons, they ought to be shown. 


And was it supposed that there could be any, or | 
80 peculiar reasons, as to justify so great a differ- 


ence in compensation as was claimed by this com- 

‘anv? It did seem that there could be none, 

These reasons actuated him in taking the posi- 
tion he had taken, painfully refusing to oblige his 
friend from Virginia, which he assured the gentle- 
man he had the greatest inclination to do. 

In relation to the report of the committee, let 
him state one thing: It proposed that the Post- 
master General should again offer this company 
what he had already offered and they had refused. 
It was for the reason that the Postmaster General, 
as he understood, had informed them that he was 
not himself going to renew the proposition. ‘The 
committee supposed—at any rate, he (Mr. L.) sup- 
posed—that as soon as the company should know 
that they could get what he had offered them, and 
no more—as soon as all hope of greater compen- 
sation was cut off—that instant they would not 
take ten thousand dollars a year for the privilege 
of doing it. Whether this was actually the case 
he did not profess positively to know; it was a 
matter of opinion, but he firmly believed it. In 
proposing to offer them the contract again, as he 
had already said, the committee yielded some- 
thing, viz. the damage that the Government would 
have to pay for the breaking up of the present 
arrangement. He was willing to incur that dam- 
ave; some other gentlemen were not; they were 
further away from the position which his friend 
from Virginia took. He was willing to yield some- 
thing, but could not consent to go the whole length 
with the gentleman. 

In relation to what the damage would be, it 
would of coarse depend upon what was shown to 
this House and to the Senate’to be fair and reason- 
able. It was a general principle of law that this 
Government could not be sued upon any contract. 
It was a principle of the common law that no judg- 
nent can go against the State, and it had been 
confirmed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in repeated instances. Now, how was this 
company to get anything for their damages? Why, 
simply by coming here and laying their case before 
Congress. 

Mr. L. concluded by remarking that this was all 
he wished to say. If there was any portion of his 
hour left, he would only ask that it should be pass- 
ed to his credit for some future occasion. 

Mr. ROOT obtained the floor, and, by request, 
yielded to 

Mr. MEADE, who sent up to the Clerk’s table 
the following substitute, which he wished to offer 
for the resolution and amendment under considera- 
tion, viz: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized in future 
to contract with the railroad companies for the transportation 
of the mail at a price not exceeding $250 a mile tor trans- 
porting the mail once a day, and #300 for transporting the 
same twice aday: Provided, ‘That for such service performed 
in the night time an additional compensation, not exceeding 
15 per cent. on those sums, may be given. 

The amendment not being in order at this time, 
it was not received. 


Mr. ROOT resumed the floor, and remarked 
that, being a member of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, as he happened to dissent 
from the report of the committee, it was perhaps 
incumbent upon him to state some of the reasons 
by which he was governed. He differed in opin- 
on as to the law which governs this matter from 
the gentleman from Illinois who had just addressed 
the committee. He was not about to inflict upon 
the committee a law argument. This whole matter 
was treated by the gentleman from Illinois pre- 
cisely as if the House were sitting as a court of 
equity, having before them the railroad company, 
the Post Office Department, and such of the good 
people of the United States as were interested in 
the expedition of this mail; and he seemed to con- 
sider that the only question was, what is right 


between the parties? He was very anxious to do 
right. He would give $2,700, which was consid- 


ered so great a sum, if it was right. He insisted 
that they should be governed by what was right. 
But before Mr. R. spent much time or breath in 
arguing what was right, he thought it was better 
first to inquire whether they had the power to en- 
force the right when ascertained. This railroad 
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| flatboats, and every old hulk that can be mustered | 
| is right? 
| than to go without their services. 
| est rate for which these services could be obtained ? | 
| It was doubted by the gentleman from Illinois. 
| was, had we better employ this railroad and steam- | 
| boat company to do this service, or go without 
| it? Well, the head of the Post Office Department | 
| touscertain the lowest amount for which he could 

j . é “ 

| get this important service performed. 

I 


| pany told him so much. 
\| he would give as much, wanting about $2,700, and 


| General tried to get it done for as little as possible. |! 


| of so important a service. 
| upon that. 
i 

another arrangement. 
| Mr. R. believed not. 
| abledemand, The consequence was, that day after 
| day, and week after week, this mail—one of the 
| running. 


| other mail in the United States; but he gave notice 


| attempted to perform any such antics, the people 


| along as fast as it could be carried by private en- 


| matter in it, they would find themselves mistaken. 





| believe it would work anywhere. 
| up with the progress of the age; give us intelligence || 


| ably or unreasonably, but go along; we will not 


| was admitted upon all hands that this delay ought | 
| to be done away with. 
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| company, it was said, were asking an exorbitant | $2,700, but $27,000. How? The people inter- 


i 


price for their services, (and railroad compames | 
often did this,) and it would be setting a bad pre- || 
cedent to pay them. Well, did not every man 
who has got anything to furnish for Uncle Sam 
get as enormous prices as he conld? Why were 
we paying such enormous prices for steamboats, | 


ested in the expeditious performance of this mail 
service would not submit to such delay. They 
would establish private expresses. Penal enact- 
ments might be piled up here, but they could never 
be enforced against the common understanding of 
the country that they were absurd and oppressive. 
He repeated, he felt very little interest in this mat- 
Secause it || ter. He did not know but it would have been 
No, but because the Government deem || better for this department, for the present head of 
it better to employ them in carrying on this war || the department, and for the whole country, that 
g Now, the ques- |, this arrangement should remain as established, 
tion to be considered was, what was the very low- |) until a Jesson was taught, which it was important 
for the head of the department to learn, and to learn 
speedily, that it would not do to delay the mails, 
and then dream that the business and the entire 
community could be compelled by penal enact- 
ments to wait for them. No; they must be sent 
ahead; the whole country demanded it. There 
was as great a disposition to hurry mail matter 
through as there was among travellers to hurry 
along; and it was very well known that in the case 
of most persons, let them have little business or 
nene at all, they would patronize the fastest boat, 
| or the fastest conveyance, It was no matter 
whether they were at the end of their journey in 
one day or five days; if there was a line by which 
they could reach it in eleven hours, they would be 
sure to take it. And so in private concerns; he 
said that men would not stop to higgle for a dollar 
|| or two when serious delay would be the conse- 
quence. 

The gentleman from Illinois gave it as his opin- 
| jon, that the moment the question was settled that 
this company could not get any more, they would 
take the contract, and not be willing to give it up 
for $10,000 per annum. He did not doubt the 
honesty of that opinion, but he must doubt the 
reasoning on which it was predicated. No doubt 
| the company would do it if it was for their inter- 

est; they went for their interest; but there was one 

fact stated, that upon this railroad there was at- 

tached to the locomotive a train of three cars-—a 
| very heavy business! , A daily train of three cars! 
|| When they carried the mail, they devoted one of 
| these cars to mail matter, and the other two to 
fieight and passengers. Mr. R. denied the justice 
| of the gentleman’s comparing this railroad to the 
railroads in Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, or 
Michigan. Three cars in a daily train! one go- 
| ing to carry Uncle Sam’s mail and the other two 

for freight and passengers, and the company de- 
manding more or carrying the mail upon such an 
extensive establishment than they would in Mas- 
sachusetts or New York! His colleague {[Mr. 
Scuenck | suggested that when they dothe business 
| by retail, they always charge more, This was ex- 
The thing would not work in the West; he did not || ceedingly retail. (A laugh.} Another fact in this 
Go along; keep || connection: it appeared that about one-tenth of the 
receipts of this company were for carrying the 
mail. ‘Then one-third of their force earned one- 
tenth of their income; and that, it was contended, 
In this matter time was material. It | was unreasonable! He knew nothing about it, 

but so it was stated. Instead of the company be- 
| ing so anxious to carry the mail as to be willing 
to pay $10,000 for the privilege, he said that, how- 
ever it might be done in Virginia, in the back- 
| woods of the West the company would be likely 
| to offer themselves to private expresses to trans- 
port for them the mail by direct and expeditious 
| route, while the Government mail was delayed 
| and sent by a circuitous route for the sake of a 
, small saving. 


about the mouth of the Mississippi? 


That they could ascertain perhaps; perhaps not. 


When they had ascertained that, the next question 


had done the business in this way. He had tried | 
The com- 
e would not give that; 


he would give them no more. Well, there they 
were; the two parties in a regular Yankee twist 
about it; both manifesting too much of a chaffering, 
peddling disposition. He did not say which was 
right. He had no doubt the railroad company tried 
to get as much as they could, and the Postmaster 


But what he found fault with was, that they higgled || 
so long about so small a sum upon the performing 
Well, they separated | 
The Postmaster General entered into | 
Did he save money by it? | 
He had actually expended 
more money, rather than yield to this unconscion- 


most important mails in the United States service— 
was delayed for days behind the ordinary time of 
i He had as little interest in this as in any 


that, if they came west of the mountains and 


there would have a short way to correct it. Pri- 
vate expresses were not unknown there, and just 
as long as the Post Office Department sent the mail 


terprise, so long would the people patronize the 
department, and pay the rates of postage which 
were imposed by law; but when the department | 
attempted to keep the mail back, and by penal 
enactments to compel the people to send their mail 


in the earliest possible manner; charge us reason- 
be delayed. 


Although he felt little per- 
sonal interest in the matter, he felt it was due to 
the people of the United States that it should be || 
attended to. ‘That they should stop and higgle in | 
a question of this importance for the sum of $2,700, 
and delay the whole mail communication of the 
country over this route for days ata time, appeared 
to him like practising upon the old adage, ** penny 
wise and pound foolish.”’ 

But, then, a great principle was to be maintained | The gentleman from Illinois, in maintaining the 
here. Why, nobody would vote censure upon the || reasonableness of the compensation offered by the 
head of the Post Office Department; nobody would || Postmaster General, of $237, less 12 per cent. per 
set an example by which other companies could || mile upon the river, referred to the fact that the 
take advantage. Could other companies get away || mail was carried on the Hudson, between New 
from the contracts into which they had entered, | York and pony for $100 per mile. One reason 
and which every man knew the Postmaster Gen- || for this, Mr. R. supposed, was, that they could 





eral had obtained onas favorable terms as possible ? | not do all the business there with three cars. An- . 


Mr. R. repeated that the main question was, had || other reason was, that they did not go in the win- 
we better employ this railroad company to trans- || ter. This line had to run constantly, winter and 
port the mail, though we gave them $2,700 more || summer. The gentleman from Lilinois certainly 
than the department had offered them—more than | did not suppose that mails were carried by steam- 
the service was really worth? He was willing to || boat between New York and Troy during the 
admit, for the sake of argument—though he did || winter. 
not know it to be so—but, admitting it, should || Mr. RICHARDSON (in sing) was under- 
this important mail be delayed, and sent around | stood to say that he believed the Postinaster Gen- 
by a circuitous route of four hundred miles, for || eral’s report stated that, for three months in the 
the mere sake of saving $2,700? But we did not || year, the mail was not carried on this route. 
save it. We had already lost more than $2,700 Mr. ROOT, continuing: Well, for three months 
by the delay; and if the arrangement was kept up || they did not carry it, and during that time they 
six months, the Government would lose not only '' could not run for $237 per mile. He referred to 
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other reasons why the mail service could pe 
formed for less compensation upon the Hudson 
and other routes. One of these was, the great 
competition existing between the different lines, 
and the advantage which the carrying the mail 
gave. Passengers would take the Sas by which 
the mail was carried, even though it went no 
faster. 

In concluding, Mr. R. repeated that the single 
question to be considered was, for how much could 
this service be obtained? The company might ask 
$2,700 more than was a fair compensation, but 


would it not be better to give them $2,700 and | 


have the mail expedited, than to have it delayed 
and the revenues of the department seriously im- 
paired, as he thought they would be. A bad pre- 
cedent! Was there any danger of setting prece- 
dents, at this day, by which people were to be 
incited to plunder this Government? In war, and 
paying more per month for old steamboats than 
their whole value, we were talking about this bad 
precedent of paying $2,700 more than it was said 
to be worth for the transportation of the mail for a 
year for one hundred and thirty miles, and upon 
one of the most important routes in the country. 
For these reasons, he differed with the committee. 
He did not feel bound to inquire whether this com- 
pany made as favorable an offer as they could 
afford; but he confined himself to the question, 
whether it would not be better to give them the 
sum which they demanded than to dispense with 
their services. Lie wasof the opinion it would be. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, obtained the floor; 
and, indications being given of a desire that the 
committee rise, he inquired of the Chair, in case 


this subject were not disposed of to-day, whether 


it would continue before the committee as the spe- 
cial order? 
The CHAIRMAN replied that, in his opinion, 


it would so continue untul disposed of. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, the committee then | 


rose, and 
The House adjourned. 
pope SE 
IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 5, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ute a report of the Treasurer of the United States, 
accompanied by accounts of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the Post Office Department for the year 
ending 30th June, 1847. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of the heirs 
of Moses White, deceased, a revolutionary officer, 
praying to be allowed arrears of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on ec 

Mr. DICKINSON presented additional docu- 
ments in relation to the claim of John Lorimer 
Graham; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of the 
widow and legal representatives of Reuben Las- 
siter, deceased, praying compensation for a slave 
shot by a party of volunteers in the service of the 
United States in the Seminole war; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Albert | 


Pine, praying that compensation may be made to 


a company of Arkansas cavalry, commanded by || 


him, for horses Jost or stolen while in the service 
of the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Su- 
san ©. Randall, widow of Archibald Randall, late 
District Judge of the United States for the East- 
ern District of Pennsylvania, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered by her late husband as 
cireuit judge; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of William 
Woodbridge and Henry Chipman, late judges of 
the United States, in the Territory of Michigan, 
praying compensation for services not incident to 
their judicial office; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. DIX presented the petition of Mary M. 


Foot, widow of Lyman Foot, late a surgeon in | 


the army, praying that provision may be made 
for herself and family, in consequence of the death 
of her husband while in the discharge of his duty 
in Mexico; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Marvin W. 


Fisher, praying compensation for the use of his 
invention for charging percussion caps by the 
Government, and the purchase of his patent right; 
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which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented addi- 
tional documents relating to the petition of Hugh 
W. Dobbin; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of cer- 
tain citizens of the county of Orleans, New York, 


raying that the franking privilege may be abol- | 
ished, and that the rates of postage on newspapers | 


be reduced; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. ASHLEY gave notice that, on to-morrow, 


he should ask leave to introduce a bill to alter and | 


amend the judicial system of the United States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, gave notice that, 
on to-morrow, he should ask leave to introduce a 
bill to provide for the survey of the mouth of the 
Red river, in the State of Louisiana. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire and report why none of the copies of the Presi- 
dent's Message, with documents, or of the reports of the 
Secretaries and Postmaster General, with documents, have 
been furnished for the use of the Senate, and when the 
said copies may be furnished by the Printers. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. HUNTER asked and 
obtained leave to bring ina bill to authorize the 
payment of equitable commissions to the agents 
or attorneys of persons in whose favor awards 
have been made under three several treaties be- 
tween the United States and certain foreign Pow- 
ers, which awards have been retained in the treas- 
ury in payment of debts due to the United States; 
which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. JOHNSON, of Mary- 
land, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Mar- 
tin Fenwick; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom had been referred 
the memorial of the American Colonization Socie- 


| ty, reported a bill exempting vessels employed by 


the American Colonization Society in transporting 
colored emigrants from the United States to the 
coast of Africa, from the provisions of the acts of 
22d of February and 2d of March, 1847, regu- 
lating the carriage of passengers in merchant ves- 
sels; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom had been referred the memorial 
of Richard 8. Coxe, made a report upon the sub- 
ject, accompanied by a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom had been referred the bill to repeal the 
act of 2d of March, 1837, entitled **An act con- 
cerning pilots,”’ reported it without amendment. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commer¢e, 
to whom had been referred the bill making an 
appropriation for removing obstructions in the 


_ Savannah river, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Revolu- 


| tionary Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
| of Thomas N. Welsh, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate do 


| send the petition and other papers accompanying 


it to the Secretary of War, with this report. 
The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, 


| to consider the said resolution; and the resolution 
| was agreed to. 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom had been referred the memorial 
of George Harvey, made a report thereon, accom- 
panied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of George Harvey, 
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agent for the owners and consignees of the Epo. 

lish ship James Mitchell, ought not to be granted. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. ; 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

The following message was received from the 

House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbell, thei, 


| Clerk: 


Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill making further provisions fy, 


| surviving widows of the soldiers of the Reyoly. 


| tion, in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The President of the United States yesterday 
approved and signed the enrolled bill entitled « A) 
act making appropriations to supply in part a de. 
ficiency in the appropriations for subsistence jn 

| kind, of the army and volunteers during the year 
| ending June 30, 1848.” 


The bill from the House of Representatives 
| making further provisions for surviving widows 
_ of the soldiers of the Revolution was read the first 
| and second time by unanimous consent, and refer- 
| red to the Committee on Pensions. 


The engrossed bill for the relief of Thomas 
| Rhodes was read a third time. 
Resolved, ‘That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be as aforesaid. 
Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- 
| currence of the House of Representatives in this 


bill. 


The bill to authorize the appointment of As. 
sistant Pursers in the navy was passed by infor- 
mally. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The following bills were severally read a second 
| time, and considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole: 
| Bill for the relief of Foxall A. Parker, of the 
| United States navy. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew D. 
Crosby. 

Bill for the relief of William A. Christian. 


On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 
Ordered, ‘That they severally lie on the table. 


BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS, 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, the bill to allow further time 
| for satisfying claims for bounty lands for military 
| Services in the late war with Great Britain, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. SEVIER said he hoped the chairman of the 
committee from which this bill was reported would 
explain the reason which existed for its passage. 
This was a rule which had been generally followed 
heretofore. There are (continued Mr. 8.) exten- 
sive tracts of land reserved for military bounty 
land, which land is exempted from taxation, much 
to the injury of the districts in which they sie. | 
think it is time that this system should be put an 
end to. There may be individual cases which are 
deserving of special legislation; but we ouglit to 
pause, I think, before we adopt any general law 
embracing a claas of cases whieh have been already 
provided for, more especially when we all know 
that doubtful claims of thirty years’ standing 
invariably grow stronger and better as they grow 
older. 

Mr. BREESE. This bill was introduced to the 
notice of the Senate by the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, who is not now in his seat. It was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
received an attentive consideration. I apprehend 
that the honorable Senator from Arkansas is en- 
tirely mistaken as to the scope and object of the 
bill. This bill is intended to meet cases where 

arties holding land warrants have neglected to 
ocate their claims. The law relating to such cases 
expired in July last, and persons who have ap- 
plied since that time for their lands have not been 
able to obtain them. There is no danger, as the 
gentleman supposes, in extending this law. We 
do not know the number of unlocated claims 
growing out of the Revolution and the late war,and 
it is merely proposed to extend the law relating 
them for five years longer. It is never too late to 
do justice. 

Mr. SEVIER. My honorable friend is entirely 
mistaken in regard to this Lill. There are large 
tracts of land in my own State, and in Maine, 
which have been set apart to satisfy the claims 
the soldiers of the last war. The names of the 
claimants are put into a box and drawn out col- 
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secutively, and the location is determined by such 


drawing. There are warrants, I admit, for revo- 
jutionary services, but warrants for services in the 
late war I have never heard of. A large portion of 
mv State—miilions of acres—have been set apart, as 
| have said, to satisfy these claims, and the claim- 
ants have had thirty years in which to bring them 
forward; there is no one who has not had his num- 
her assigned to him and had his patent. I would 
like to know why, at this late day, after thirty 
years have elapsed, we are to be called upon to 
pass a law to give them five years longer, and for 
what purpose? Why simply to have their loca- 


tions determined by drawing, which has already | 


been done. This is the whole purpose. 

Mr. BREESE. The Senator is in part correct 
in regard to claims for military services in the last 
war. Patents were issued. The soldiers had 
nothing to do. The whole matter was transacted 
in Washington city. But these are not such 
cases; these are cases of land warrants which have 


been omitted to be located under the act of 1812- | 


13. I have had numbers of these warrants sent 
to me from Illinois; but as this 1s a bill which has 


been introduced by the Senator from Kentucky, | 


who is not now in his seat, and who takes great 


interest in it, I hope it will be passed over for the | 


present. 

Mr. SEVIER. Only one word: If there have 
been land warrants granted under peculiar circum- 
stances, [ know nothing about them. All I have 
to say is, thatif five years further are to be granted 
to the claimants, I suppose some good reasons can 
be given for it. I would like to hear them. 

Mr. ALLEN. I would inquire of the Senator 
from Hlinois, whether there is a report from the 
Land Office upon this subject? 

Mr. BREESE. There is none. 

Mr. ALLEN. I would like, before I vote for 
this bill, to see a report setting forth the facts in 
the case. It is something new to my ears—en- 
tirely so. 


The question being taken upon the motion for | 


postponement, it was agreed to. 
WIDOW’S PENSIONS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill to continue the pen- 
sions of certain widows; and no amendment being 
made, the bill was reported to the Senate. 


Mr. DAYTON. May I ask the chairman of | 


the Committee on Pensions to state what this bill 
1S. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. It is, sir, for 
the purpose of continuing the pensions of certain 
widows who are very old, and in distressed cir- 
cumstances. I trust there will be no objection to 
its passage. The measure has been recommended 
from the War Department, and has received the 
unanimous concurrence of the committee. 

Mr. DAYTON. What is the bill? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is the very same bill in 
substance as that from the House which was be- 
fore the Senate a few minutes ago. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I was not aware of the fact 
that they were the same until the circumstance was 
mentioned by the Senator from Fiorida. It would 
be more proper, perhaps, to take up that bill. I 
move, therefore, that this bill be laid upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

The bill providing for the further prosecution of 
the existing war between the United States and 
the Republic of Mexico was read a second time, 
and considered as ia Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CASS said it was the disposition of the 
Military Committee that this bill should be defer- 
red until the ten-regiment bill should have been 





disposed of. He thought it better to go on with | 


the discussion upon that bill, and let this be taken 
up after its passage. He therefore moved that it 
be lai upon the table; which motion was agreed 
0. 

LATE SECRETARY OF WISCONSIN. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam B. Slaughter, late Secretary of the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr.. DOUGLAS. 1 think that when this bill 
was up the other day, there was a slight misap- 
prehension on the part of some Senators in regard 
to the true state of the facts. I will detaim the 
Senate for a moment in an exposition of what I 


understand to be the law and the facts in the case. 
By the act of 1792, it is provided that the official 
duties of the Secretary of any Territory shall be 
controlled by such laws as are in force in each Ter- 
ritory. Lunderstand this to be the law now in 
force, and applicable to the official duties of the 
Secretary, or which was in force at the time of this 
transaction. 


ln ° ,: . “ 
Territory of Wisconsin, and, as Secretary, was 


required by law to be the disbursing officer for the 


payment of moneys for the necessary and inciden- | 


tal expenses of the Legislature of the Territory. 
The Secretary of the ‘l'reasury furnished him a 
draft for $10,000, to pay these expenses. I have 


| reason to suppose, in fact—I think the evidence 


will be satisfactory to the Senate—to show that 
the draft was deposited with Samuel B. Knapp, 


| the cashier of the Mineral Point Bank, under the 


| of the Territory. 


authority and by the direction of the Legislature 
Search has been made for copies 


of the documents by which the deposite was au- 


thorized and directed, and they cannot be found at 
the presenttime. But I am confident that such is 
the fact, and I think that the statement of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury is conclusive on the 
point. After stating the fact to which I have re- 


ferred, the Comptroller goes on to say that the 
|| claim arises from his having deposited, under the 
|| direction and by virtue of a resolution of the Le- 


1} 








gislature of the Territory, the money, &c. [Mr. 
Dovetas continued to read from the letter of the 
Comptroiler, in corroboration of this point.] It 
will appear, therefore, by this statement, that Mr. 
Slaughter, being Secretary of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, received this draft from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the purpose of being applied 
to the payment of the expenses of the Territory; 
that he was required to be governed by the instruc- 
tions and laws of the Legislature of the Territory; 
that the Legislature of the Territory instructed 
and directed him to make this deposite with Mr. 
Samuel B. Knapp, the cashier; that he made the 
deposite in obedience to the directions of the Le- 
gislature, which he was bound to obey. And we 
have also a resolution here, which was read the 
other day, passed by the Legislature, specifically 
approving of the act, and saying that he ought 
to be remunerated for the loss. If there can be 
any doubt upon this point, I can have read several 
letters showing the facts as they occurred. I have 
one from Mr. Dodge, Governor of the Territory, 


| in which he states, that hé informed the Secretary 


of the Treasury of the deposite. The deposite was 
made in a specie paying bank—a bank which 


| was considered by every one to be perfectly safe. 


Mr. Slaughter made this deposite as he was re- 
quired to do. The fact of the deposite having 
been made was reported to the Secretary of the 
Treasury here, who sanctioned the act by allow- 
ing the deposite to remain without being with- 
drawn, and Mr. Slaughter went out of office, leav- 
ing the money where it had been deposited under 
the instructions of thé Legislature, and with the 


| knowledge, and, therefore, it is to be presumed, 


with the consent, of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The bank afterwards broke, and the money was 
lost. I think, under these circumstances, there 
cannot be any hesitation in authorizing the ac- 
counting officer of the Treasury to settle this ac- 
count upon principles of justice and equity. I do 
not deem it necessary to occupy any more of the 
time of the Senate in relation to a matter that is so 
clear as this. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I did not intend to say 
another word against the bill, but to jet it pass, as, 
on examination of it, I find it does not sanction the 
claim, but only directs its examination by the 
treasury officers, and payment, if they find it to 
be just and equitable. But the remarks of the Sen- 
ator who has just taken his seat, makes it neces- 
sary to say a few words. The act of 1792 has no 
more to do with this call than a statute of Mis- 
souri. It is an old, obsolete act respecting the 
Térritories then (in 1792) existing north and north- 
west of the Ohio, and has expired twenty-five years 
ago. [Mr. W. here, at the request of Mr. Berrien, 
referred to theact.] The Secretary of Wisconsin 
held his office under the act organizing the gov- 


ernment of that Territory, called the Organic Law, ; 


in 1836; and under that law he was ex- 

ressly required to account to the Secretary of the 

Tesla of the United,States for these funds. 
Mr. W. here read part of the act of 1836.] Again, 

if | understand correctly, he was not ordered to 


Mr. Slaughter was Secretary of the | 
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deposite this money with the broken bank, by the 
Legislature, before it failed; but after the bank 
broke, the Legislature passed resolutions asking 
Congress to pay the money lost, &c. When he 
made this deposite, also, (if [am correctas to dates,) 
the sub-treasury law of 1840 was in full force, for- 
bidding such arrangements. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was entirely competent, cer- 
tainly, for the committee to have allowed or disal- 
lowed the claim; but the view I take is this—that 
it is better to refer the matter to a safe and proper 
tribunal, than that a committee should assume the 
jurisdiction and decide peremptorily upon the case. 

was entirely in favor of referring the claim to the 
officers of the treasury, for I have no reason to 
suppose that under such reference any injustice 
will be done. 

In reference to this claim, I do not see how the 
laws which have been referred to can have any 
bearing upon it. Then the only question ts, 
whether Mr. Slaughter acted as a prudent man 
would have done? whether, at the time and under 
all the circumstances, it was not to be regarded asa 
safe deposite? He acted as the Legislature direct- 
ed him, and it would be wrong, sir, to compel him 
to pay the money. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. One word in reply to the 
Senator from Florida. [am still ander the im- 
pression that the act of 1792 was intended to ap- 
ply to the Secretary of the Territory. [I was 
aware of the existence of the act of Congress to 
which the gentleman alluded. That act merely 
makes the Secretary of the Territory responsible 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, so far as regards 
the settlement of accounts, and that such settle- 
ment was to be made atthe Treasury Department, 
It is true, that act also says that the money shall 
be expended by the Secretary of the Territory; 
but was the Secretary to expend this money ac- 
cording to his own discretion, without authority 
of law? or was he to expend it according to law ? 
My understanding is, that he was to expend it 
according to the law of the land. What was that 
law? Why, it was the law that was in force in 
the Territory at the time the deposite was made, 
Such, sir, I have always understood to be the 
practice, not only in Wisconsin, but in lowa, in 
the neighborhood of which I have lived for many 
years. I think that the facts which | have already 
stated to the Senate abundantly show that this offi- 
cer acted in good faith, as a prudent man should 
act. I think they show that he acted with great 
prudence and great caution; that there was no 
fault, no neglect on his part; and that it was in 
consequence of neglect elsewhere that the money 
was lost. I think, therefore, as a matter of jus- 
tice, if we were voting now, we ought to vote Lien 
the money. But the committee does not propose 
to appropriate the money; they only propose to 
say to the accounting officers of the treasury— 
those officers who have been accustomed to settle 
the accounts of the treasury from the commence- 
ment of the Government—you are authorized to 
make this settlement upon principles of equity and 
justice. Sir, is it to be supposed that the officers 
of the Treasury Department would concurrently 
have tendered their request to Congress to do jus- 
tice to this man, unless injustice had been done 
him? I think, sir, we ought to give them an op- 
portunity to do him justice. 

Mr. CASS. I move that that bill be laid upon 
the table for the present. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I presume there will be no 
more discussion upon it. 

Mr. CASS. Then I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BADGER and Mr. CAMERON rising 
simultaneously. 

Mr. BADGER said: I think it due to this case 
to make a single observation—- 

Mr. CASS. Will the Senator excuse me? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
intends to discuss the bill. I therefore move that 
it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to raise, for a 
limited time, an additional military force. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill, 
by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
inserting the following: 

“That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
should the exigencies of the war require a further increase 
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of force, to call for, and accept the services of, additional 
volunteers, not exceeding thirty thousand, who may offer 
their services, either as cavalry, infantry, or riflemen, to 
serve three years after they shall have arrived at the place 
of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged; to be raised and 
organized in the same manner as are provided for volunteers 
under existing laws, and to have the same pay, rations, and 
allowances, imeluding land or scrip, according to grades; 
and to be subject to the same regulations and to the rules | 
and articles of war.’ 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That where companies 
of volunteers, which are now or may hereafter be in ser- 
vice, shall become reduced in rank and file, the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to discharge a part of the 
commissioned officers, leaving not more tian Uiree for sixty 
rank and file in the company, and not more than two for 
forty rank and file; and where the company shall be re- 
duced below twenty rank and file, he may discharge the 
whole company, othicers and men, and receive a new com- 
pany of notless than eighty rank and file, in lieu of said 
discharged company: Provided, Nothing herein contained 
shall require the President to reduce the officers, or to dis- 
charge a compiny, if, in his opinion, the reduced compa- 
nies can be filled up by recruits, 

Meo. 3. And be it further enacted, That where regiments 
of volunteers, which are now or may hereafter be in ser 
viee, shall become reduced, the President be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to receive additional companies of vol- 
unteers tor such regiments: Provided, The additional com- 
panies so received for any regiment shall not increase its 
numerical strength beyond one thousand rank and file. 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, Tivat the provision in 
the Yd section of the act entitled “ An act to encourage en- 
listinents in the regular army,’ approved January twel(th, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, be, and the same ts 
hereby, extended to include the recruits who may hereafter 
enliat for the first and second regiments of dragoons, and 
the regiment of mounted riflemen, and the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates of volunteers who 
may engage to serve during the war with Mexico, or for the 
term of three years, as provided by this act. 

Sue. 5. And be it further enacted, That the volunteers 
raised under this act, and whose term of service may not 
sooner expire, shall be discharged within six months after 
the ratification of a treaty of peace with Mexico. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said: I do not propose, 
on this occasion, to say more than will be barely 
necessary to explain the amendment which I have 
hed the honor of offering to the bill now before 
you. The bill which is now under consideration 


for raising ten additional regiments, and the bill 
lying upon the table to succeed it, authorizing the 
President to accept the services of twenty thousand 
volunteers, have severally been reported from the 
Commiitee on Military Affairs in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War, and 


are supposed to be necessary to meet the require- || 
ments and exigencies of the present war with || 
Mexico. The bill now before you, sir, proposes | 
to raise ten thousand men, or ten additional re- | 
giments; and what | propose is, to give to the 
Government the necessary numerical force, only 
changing the form of its organization from a regu- 
lar to a volunteer force. And I desire to assign, 
very briefly, the reasons which have induced me 
to adopt this course. ‘ 

The bill before you for raising the ten regiments 
places upon Congress the responsibility of de- 
claring that under the present existing cireum- 
stances it is proper and necessary that this force | 
should be raised. Is there any such present ne- 
cessity perceived by the Senate of the United 
States? I think not, sir. We have from the Sec- | 
retary of War a discussion of various plans upon 
which it has been suggested that this war ought to || 
be prosecuted. ‘The Secretary, in discussing them, | 
recommends the plan which he prefers, viz: to 
hold all those portions of Mexico which are now 
in our possession, and, in addition to the force || 
which would be necessary to accomplish such a | 
purpose, to have an active force raised, not with a | 
view of marching over and conquering the whole || 
country, but with the view of being prepared to | 
make occasional conquests, should circumstances | 
require it. This is his plan. Now, is an addi- | 
tional force necessary, | would ask, to accomplish 
the designs of the Secretary, taken even in their || 
utmost latitude? This, sir, would be a question of | 
a very indefinite character indeed, if our experience 
had not, in some degree, become a practical one. 
And what is our experience? What have been 
our experiences in this war? and what have been 
the results of the war? 

General Scott landed at Vera Cruz with a force 
of about twelve or thirteen thousand men, a con- | 
siderable number of whom were volunteers. With 
this force he succeeded in taking the strong castle | 
of San Juan de Ulua and the city of Vera Cruz. | 
Pressing forward with his victorious army, from 
Vera Cruz he entered the capital, breaking in 
pieces and scattering to the winds with a force of 
legs than ten thousand men, the armies of Mexico | 
in his triumphant career. General Taylor, with || 


| want with ten thousand more troops? 


|| done? 


eral Scott obtained possession of the capital; how 


| from the report of the Adjutant General. 


| is larger by fifteen thousand than when he landed 
| at Vera Cruz. 
| the time when he conquered the whole region of || 


| force with which he conquered it? 
| the facts declared to us m official public docu- | 


|| General Scott took possession of the city with six 


| try with not more than twelve thousand; and now, 


| sand men for active service. 


| What fortress is there that will not open its gates 
| at the sight of our banners? There is not one that 
|| will not. 

/sand men to the force alréady there. 
| facts lead my mind irresistibly to the conclusion, 
| that for any purpose of conquest even, it is not 
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a still smaller comparative force, at the battle of } 


Buena Vista, completely broke the power of Mexi- | 
co, and so in every action would (no matter, sir, how | 
disproportionate in number) the American troops || 
have been victorious. And, sir, with what asmall || 
amount of force these achievements have been ac- | 
complished. 
General Scott, as I have already stated, fought 
all those distinguished battles before the city of 
Mexico, and took the capital of the country with 
less than ten thousand men; and General Taylor, || 
with not more than six or seven thousand men, the 
most of whom were volunteers, gained several dis- || 
uunguished victories. Indeed, General Taylor, with 
less than four thousand men, beat Santa Anna 
with an army twenty thousand strong, and that, 
tuo, not by a sudden surprise, not by a sudden | 
burst of valor, not in a moment of enthusiasm on 
one side and panic on the other, but ina hard 
fought battle, continued from the rising to the set- | 
ung of the sun, occupying, in fact, the whole of 
nearly two days. Thus, we see that not only are | 
the sword and shield of Mexico broken and cast || 
into the dust, but her Government is dispersed and || 
almost annihilated by our conquering army. She || 
has no army, and scarcely can she be said to have || 
a government; it consists of nothing more than dis- || 
organized factions. And if Mexico now lies pros- 
trate before you, without an army or government; | 


/ with here and there only a body of guerrillas, in- || 


stend of an army to oppose you; what, in the name | 
of Eleaven, if this is all that is left to her, do you 

Sir, since’) 
these conquests have been achieved, what has been 

Our army now reposing on the Rio Grande | 
consists of three or four thousand regulars. Nay, || 
I will give the exact number—it consists of three 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven regalars. 


| At the battle of Buena Vista you had but two or three 


hundred regulars, all the rest were volunteers. In 


| 
place of that army, less than five thousand strong, 


which constituted the force in that portion of the | 
country upon that field of battle, you have now, || 


|| sir, a force amounting in the whole to upwards of 
|| ten thousand men. 


Do you want any more there? | 
i have already stated the force with which Gen- 


is it with hin now, sir? He has been receiving || 
additional reinforcements almost daily since that | 
tume; and there is now at Tampico and Vera Cruz | 


| together, a force amounting to 32,156 men, 17,101 || 


of whom are regulars, And the remainder, 15,055, || 
volunteers. ‘These statements are extracts made | 


General Scott’s army has been almost trebled in | 
number since he gained those battles. His force || 


It is this much stronger than at | 
the country between Vera Cruz and the capital; | 
and cannot he hold this country with the same || 


How, upon 


ments, can any argument be found to prove the 
necessity of sending any further troops there? 


thousand men, and of that whole region of coun- 


when he has with him thirty-two thousand men, 


|| what more can he require? Suppose it requires | 


as many men to hold a country as it does to con- 
quer it, has not General Scott already doubled the 
number of his force since he entered the Mexican 
territory? Make what deduction you please on 
account of casualties and disease—make a deduc- 
tion of five thousand—and it leaves fifteen thou- 
Where, I ask, can 
fifteen thousand of such men as ours be employed? 


And yet we propose to add thirty thou- 
Sir, these 


necessary to have more men in Mexico. If you 
have done what you have with that number of 
men, if they have accomplished such victories, 
surely you have a positive rule established by 
actual achievement, as to what your army can do. 
Cannot double the number of force with which 
these victories have been gained conquer all Mex- 
ico? Why did you lead your armies from Vera 
Cruz to the capital? Because there you expected 
to find the more vital parts of the Republic. Well, 





| you there now? I have shown you that under 
|General Scott there are upwards of thirty-two 


| California and at other distant posts. 
| southward and westward of the Rio Grande from 


| every regiment. 


| a contest. 


| contingency of casualty or disease, but 


| will justify this increase. 
| rize the 
| may require, under such contingency as may here- 
after occur; but | would not authorize that force 
| to be raised now. 


= Jan. 5. 


you have done all this, and still the cry is for More 
troops. You have had your forces doubled, and 
= want to double them again. If you pass this 
vill, sir, what will then be the strength of 


——s : your 
armies in Mexico? What number of men 


thousand, and under General Wool upwards of 


| ten thousand more, making an aggregate of forty. 
|, three thousand American soldiers now within the 


limits of Mexico. 
{ reckon only those who are in the heart of 
Mexico, leaving out those who are stationed jn 


There are 


forty-two to forty-three thousand American go]. 
diers; and during this whole time the recruiting 
Service is going on rapidly. Scarcely a week 


| passes by in which reinforcements of troops are 
| not being landed in Mexico. Now, there are forty- 


three thousand troops, as I have said, independent. 


_ ly of what these bills propose, and the laws of this 


country now authorize the enlistment of some eight 
or nine thousand more, to fill up the ranks of your 


_armies. There is also still a deficiency of upwards 


of six thousand men in your volunteer service, 


|| which may at any time be supplied. This, then, 
| is your state of preparation in Mexico! 


So far as 
the authority of law extends, these troops are at 
your command. Besides these, there is an addi- 
tion yet to be made, by which your army will be 
still further increased. ‘The regiment called for 
from the State of Michigan, has not yet appeared 
in the field; two other battalions, also, one from 
Alabama and the other from Mississippi, from 
some cause or other, have not yet been mustered 


| Into the public service, and are not included in the 


calculation. ‘These regiments, added to those which 
you have the legal authority to send, will make 
our force there about sixty thousand strong. Add 
these ten regiments, and you will then have seventy 
thousand American soldiers beyond the Rio 
Grande, exclusive of those distributed throughout 
the Uniied States, at various posts, and in Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico. Add again, to this esti- 
mate, the number that is proposed to be raised by 


| the other bill which has been reported to us, and 
| you will have an army of from ninety to one hun- 


dred thousand men. Sir, can all these troops be 
necessary? Does not this estimate startle the ears 
of Senators? I confess, for one, that | have been 


greatly startled, while reading the reports from 


| which I have gathered these statements, at the vast 
| army which we are now maintaining. 


And an- 
other more startling consideration, which ought not 
to be forgotten or omitted, is the enormous costof 
I am told by those who have 
entered into calculations ‘on the subject, that the 
average cost of officers*and men is nearly one 
thousand dollars per man. This subject becomes, 
then, a matter of some consequence to us. Sup- 
pose our object be to conquer Mexico, and to incur 
no unnecessary expense; these ten regiments will 
add to our expenses nearly ten millions of dollars; 
no small item in the aggregate expenditures of such 
I think, therefore, for these reasons, 
that it is highly necessary for us to determine 


| whether all these troops are to be raised, and all 
| this cost incurred. 


I am perfectly willing to meet every possible 

i | coma I 
cannot foresee, at present, any contingency which 
I am willing to autho- 
resident to call out whatever force he 


I am willing to lodge in the 
hands of the Executive the power, if am emergency 
demand it, to call out thirty thousand additional 
men for the war; and I would have such force 
consist of volunteers. 

Now, are not volunteers as good, have they not 
roved themselves as efficient, as regulars? Is not 
uena Vista a bright and burning evidence of their 

efficiency in the field? They may be called out for 
the same period of service, and are entitled toa 
discharge under the same circumstances, and the 
difference in cost is great. 1 would substitute 
them, therefore, for these ten regiments of regu- 
lars; and I would accordingly give power to the 
President to call out the thirty thousand additional 
troops, in case circumstances require the adoption 
of such a course. In my view, there is no neces 
sity for anything else than this to be done. 
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